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UF Remy: the ſubſtance of two Sermons, 
© Preached in Colemanſtreet, upon occaſion of the 
late diſaſter ſuſtain in the Veſt. 
with ſome neceſſary Enlargements thereunto, 
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2) SE O18, ſoute, 1. that T murthered my father and my 
a 5 OT mother;Others,that T have preached againſt 
"' Þ} the Parliament and A [fſembly, i. that T am out of my wits , and weary of 
| Þ my preſent life, and careleſſe of that which is to come ; Others yet againe, 
, that ſometimes T ftood for Presvytery, butt am now fallen to Þ1dependency ;, 
partzczelarly, that 1 bot prexch and prattife non-conformity to a letter of 
mine written ſome yeers fmce to MF, T . O. that is,that once I was [o wiſe 
# to think that ſix and ſeven made juſt nineteene ; batt now ain become (q 
weake,as to judge they onely make thirtcene and no inore. T percerve there 
- #e more Sons of Belial, then thoſe that witneſſed againſt Naboth, that 
- Þ& heblaſphemed God and the King. Bur h#ving no vineyard to dceoins T King, 21, 
& twiate any man, T cannnt eaſily conceive, what men and their tongues ou 
$ Meare to be ſtill up in ſuch michriſtian conteſtations with me ; except this 
Let ; Becauſe Tpetk the truth, and men are not able to beare it ; there= 
| fore they reſolve (it ſeems ) to make me ſpeak/#ch uiitruths, that T my ſelfe 
F ballot be able ty beare, I confeſſe, I doe not much dread this fire, made of 
&_ the tongues of aſþs and wipers ot becauſe Thave not been (ufficiently burnt 
Eby it, but partly becauſe T have been a long time accuſtomed to ſuch burn= 
$ ig, and have found them rather purifying, then cohſkming : partly, be- 
FT cauſe the great Apoſtle informs. me, that the way by which he paſſed into 
FT glory, was through honour, and diſhonour , through good re- 2 Cor.6. 8, 
Þ port, and evill report. Tet neverthelefſe, I had rather give an account 
* Þ| mine own words, then of other mens pretending to be mine ; and ſo to 
© out of the fire, as far as the peace and ſafety of my oryn ſoule and other 
rt, will offer me, And this if the _ account ( Reader ) of the pub- 
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liſhing of theſe Sermons, which (haply ) had not been an ation ſo neceſſary 
otherwiſe. Underſtanding that the foule ſpirit , which hath for ſeveral! 

yeers haunted my miniſtery., was beginning to pradiſe upon theſe Sergzans 
alſo, T thought it the ſafer courſe of the two, to put my ſelfe into he hays 
of the Truth ( which yet perhaps will not much befriend me neither, it; tRE 
thoughts and hearts of men, though with God, I am certain, it will ) then 
20 expoſe both it and my ſelfe to be rent and torne by him. What good, ov 
hurt, they w1ll or are like to doe, now they are gotten abroad, is not eaſie, 
*ither for thee, 0” me, ſo much as.to conjecture, Be it in this , as God and 
men ſhall agree. When the danger of the diſeaſe runs high, there 1s little 
hope butt onely in that phyſicke, whereof there is ſome feare, We are under 
Joh, 8, 32, #4 bondage of much miſery,and it 3s onely the Truth(as owr Saviour ſaith) FF 
that can make us free : andyet ſuch 7s our condition and miſery, that * 
there 3s caztſc to feare, leſt the Truth, which onely is able to make us free, Þ 

foould increaſe our bondage and miſery,by being rejeted and oppoſed by us .. 
when it cames in love and mercy to viltt #5, and to blefle us out of our mi= WW 

ſexy. For this end I was borne ( as our Saviow ſaith of bimſelfe, | 
Toh. 38. 37.) that I ſhould beare witnefle to the truth , not to the. | 

opinions ©: apprehenſtons of men.In which reſpett I know Tam like to have 
the harder quarter and ſervice in the world;but God hath made me a Iover 

of men in ſuch a degree, that I can willingly conſecrate my ſelfe unto thein 
ſervice, through any ſufferings from them. If this world faile me » Thaw 4 
God bath prepared another for a reſerue, which will ſtand by me, and will Xx 
not faile. Reader, take my prayers along with thee, and an honeſt heart 'Þ_ 
of thine own ;, andſo paſſe on to the Sermons before thee ;, doubtleſſe thay, + 
will either ſtrengthen thy hand in the way thow art in , or guide thy feet. A B 
into away thou art not in , or at leaif qualifie thy ſpirit with Chriſtian. 
patience and reſpeis towards ſuch a way, wo 
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The Grand Imprudence Lie men, 


running the hazard of Fighting againſt God, 
in ſuppreſſing any Way, Dodrine, or Pra- 


Rice, concerning which they know not certam- 
ly whether it be from God, or no, 


ACTS F« 38% 
eAnd now I ſay unto you, Refraine your ſelyes from theſe. 


men, and let them aloze: for if this counſell or worke be 
of men,zt will come to nought ; but if it be of God,yee can- 
ot deſtroy it, o yee be found ever fighters againſt God. 


g, Hen the Childrenjof If ael,in. the progreſle 
of their Warres upon the Canganzier, 
wherein'God had promiſed to beyith 
them, and to give them ſacceſle, and 
that a man of their yp not 
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The Danger of Fighting againſt God. 


cernefſe 1r was that brovght forth this freic of death, what ſin by 
name it was amongſt them, thatbad ſeparated between him and 
them in their late ſad niiſcarriage, yea, and would ſeparate ſtill, 
ro their further and greater miſery , except they took a courle to 
makean atonement tor rhemlelves,by purging & clenſing them- 
ſelves from it. Onely the diſcovery oc finding our of the perſon 
that hadcommitredthe fin, was pur upon Toſpuzandthe p:ople ; 
wherzin yet againthey were direted by God to ſucha mechod 
or means tor this diſcovery,that God himſelte may be ſaid too to 
havedilcovereteven theſinneralſo. For hc it was,thatby a ſpe- 
ciall dire&ing hand of his providence,cauſcd the lor co fall apon 
Achan, who was the man that ih taking the excommwnnicate thing, 
had fin'd that great andſpeciall provocation, which was fallen in 
this guſt of wrath from heaven upon the peopl>, Theſe things 
you ſhall find related more at large Fob, 7, From which paſſages 
by the way (amongſt many other very obſervable) you may take 
knowledge of theſe three things. 

Firſt, That when God js at any time ingaged, and his hand in 
(as we uſe to ſay) ſhewing mercy and dojog good to-his peo- 
ple, he is {cldome orneyer wont to change oralter the renour of 
his preſent diſpenſations, to break off the courſe of his grace by 
ſuffering evill to come upon them,bur upon ſome ſpeciall diſcon- 
rent taken,from {ome ſpeciall ſin or other, one or more,commit- 
red by them, 

Secondly, That ſometimes the ſin of one, or of ſ6me few in a 
great ſociety orbody of people,in the provocation or guile of 
it, redounds and runs over to'the involving and defiling of the 
whole ſociety,and rendring_ all the members.thereof obnoxious 
tothe diſpleaſure of God. 

-© Thirdly, Thacthe beſt,ifnot the only way for the people of 
God, being under the disfavour of God, and ſtroke of his dif. 
pleaſure,to make atonementfor themſelyes, and to recover his 
favour,is ro make diligent ſearch;andſtri& inquiry,what that fin 
by name ſhould be,which hath turned away- the heart of their 
Godfrom them,and accordingly to remoye it; | 
* My brethren.che caſe ofthe children of 1/ae! upon their loſſe 
neere untothe Citie of Az,is otir conditionandicaſe ar this day; 
fave onely that the handotGod hath been Jaid: heavier uponus, 
bk p- | = cthea-. 
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then ic was upon them, in that breach. God had begun to doe 
great and gracious things for us, yea he had. gone on tor a good 
{pace together, treading & trampling down the ftrength of our 
enemies under us apace; inſomuch that wee began to take our 
harps down from the willow trees,on which we had hung them, 
to prepare our ſelves to ſing the ſong of Moſes the man of God:bur 
loeon the ſudden we are ſmitten back 'againe into the places of 
Dragons, and theGod of our lives hath covered u« with the hadow 
of death, That viſion of peace and good things which was let 
down from heavenunto us, and was come ſo neere us, that wee 
began to ariſe, thinking none other but to fall to and cate pre» 
ſently, is now again taken up from us into the heavens, and we 
have loſt the fight of it. The beſt art and wiſdom we can uſe to 
open the heavens over us, andcauſe them to deliver down that 
treaſure againto us,to heal our preſent wound, ifitbe not dead- 
ly, is to make as narrow a ſearch,as ſtri an inquiry, as we can, 
what that particular and ſpeciall fin or provocation amongſt us 
is, the chaſtiſement whereof is now upon us, and which hath 
brought the rod of this indignation upon our backs, It God him- 
{elf would pleaſe by ſpecial revelation co make known what this 
ſin is,as he did unto Fo/&x2 & rhe people of 1/72el, latisfaction in 
this point were at hand, nor ſhould weneedto abide the yarious 
and conje&urall diſcourſes of men,Miniſtersor others,abour the 
matter : but having pecte&cdthar ſtanding Revelation of him- 
{elfe, the Scriptures, he refraines revelations extraordiuary,and 
leaves his people to conſult with theſe Ocacles of his for reſolu- 
tion in all ſuch caſes of queſtion and difficulty as this; onely pro- 
miſing the gracious aſſiſtance & guidance of his Spiricunto thoſe - 
that ſhall ask it of him, and nor lay ſtumbling-blocks in rheir 
way otherwiſe, to Jiretthem in ſuch dark and dubious inquiries 
as theſe, And one ſpeciall end (I conceive )aimedat by that au- 
thority, which hath {et apart this day for a folemne humiliation 
of our {elves before God:was, that Miniſters and pzople ſhould 
joyne together in fervent prayer and ſupplicationunto God,that 
the one may be dire&ed to makea true and -unpartiall difcovery 
of this ſin,and theother judge ofthe diſcovery being made, ac- 
cordingly:that ſo the troubler of //7ae! being found out,execution 
maybe done, and God pacificd, In conſideration whereof - is, 
| B 2 | that 
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that I'made choice of the Scripture read unto you, upon the pre-. 
ſenr-occaſions Conceiving that very fin tobe there deſcribed, yea, 
and expreſſed by name, (though ſomewhat more generall ) which 
hath occaſioned the {aid interruption of latemadein our hopefull 
proceedings, yea,and which in all likelihood wrought againſt ns 
formerly, both in that blow which was reached us from heaven, 
in that as ſtrange, as ſorrowtull a deteat at Newark , and other- 
wiſe; but was notthen knowne or conſidered of. The Lord grant 
that yet at laſt it mray enter into all our hearts to conceive aright, 
andto conſider of it , leſt it brings forth yet againe like bitter 
fruits, yea, and magnifies it ſelfe at laſt in our utter ruine and de- 
ſtruftion. | 
Bur let us addrefſe unto the words ; and in them conſider, 
firſt, their relation and coherence in the Context, and then their 
ſenſe and meaning. For the. former ; the words are part of a 
ſpeech made by one Gamliel ( as heis called wer. 34. ) a Phariſe, 
and Doftor of the Law, inan Aſſembly or Councell at Jeruſalem. 
The Councell ( as appeares ver. 21. &c.) was called, about the 
Apoſtles, their DoCtrine and proceedings ; the chiefe defigne and 
intendment of it, was to coniider and reſolve what courſe to take 
with them, how to ſuppreſſe both them and their Do&rine, being 
both looked upon as prejudicial to their perſonall and private in- 
tereſts, both of honour and profit, in that State and Nation ; and 
as likely to carry away the hearts and affe&ions of much people 
from them. When they had ſent for Peter and the other Apoſtles 
by a Captain with his Officers, to appeare before the Councell, 
the Prolocutor or chiete Prieſt, charged them after this manner ; 
ver. 28. Did not we ſtraitly command you , that you ſhould not teach in 
this Name ? and yee have filled Ferufalem with your Do&rine, &xc. When 
Peter and the-other Apoſtles, ſtanding ſtiffe to their tackling, had 
made their anſwer, fully juſtifying what they had done, and given 
a brief accompt of that Dottrine about which they were queſtio- 
ned, andof theircalling to preach and beare witnefle of the ſame. 
unto the world ; it is ſaid-( ver.33.) that the Councell;fceing them 
upon thoſe terms, hearing them pooks at ſuch a rate, burſt in ſor 
der for anger( as the former tranſlation ) or ( as the latter hath it ) 
were cut at the heart,and took counſel bow to flay them. What ? would 
they not ſubmic to the Authority and adyice of fuch a Reverend, 
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learned, and pious Aﬀembly as that ? Did they thinke themſelves 
wiſer then they? would they preach a DoGtrine that ſhould aſperſe 
them, and bring them our of credit and requeſt with the peo- 
ple? Such men as they were not meet to be tolerated in the State, 
nor yet to live; and therefore they would fall upon ſome courſe, 
how to free themſelves, the State and Nation of them, and that 
mult be in no lighter way, with no lower hand;then death it ſelfe, 
they muſt die for it. This (it ſeems ) was the ſenſe and refolution 
of the generality of the Aſſembly,untill one ot chem,(that Gamaliel 
we ſpeake of) a man of a better temper and deeper reach then his 
fellowes, excited to ſpeak, and afliſted in ſpeciall manner by God 
in ſpeaking, by a grave Speech tending to moderation , qualifed 
their ſpirits in part, and brought them to accept of ſomewhat a 
lighter atonement from the Apoſtles, for their {ſuppoſed tin, then 
their lives would have amounted unto. For their ſpirits were ſo 
full of bitterneſs and indignation againſt them,that notwithſtand- 
ing all that Gamaliel _—_ {ay, they were reſolved -to have their 
peniworths of them, (as we ule to ſay)to caſe themſelves on thenx 
ſo far, as to cauſe them to be beaten, and: withall, ſeverely -to 
charge them the ſecond time, togive over preaching their err6- 
neous and dangerous DoCtrine, to ſpeak 70 more in the Name of Je- 
ſs, ver. 40. What the tenor of Gamaliels Spezch was,from the be- 
ginning to the end of it, you may read, beginning at ver. 35. untill 
theend of 39. Men of Iſrael, take heed to your ſelves, what you doe to 
theſe men; as if heſhonld have ſaid , Yee will but. run a needleſle 
hazard of bringing evill, or ruine upon your ſelves, by attempting 
any thing for the preſent, in a way of violence againſt thele men 3 
implying,that men hadneed take heed how they ingage themſelves 
to ſuppreſſe, moleſt , or deſtroy any generation-or ſort. of men 
whatloever, untill they have a clear and: cxpreſſe warrant from 
heaven for theexecution. To perſwade them not to. be too pre- 
cipitate or forward in any courſe of viokence againſt the Apoſtles, 
he declares to them by a double inſtance (well known unto them-- 
ſelves) that ifthey be ſeducers and evil men, and ſa worthy:tobe- 
deftroyed, God himſelfe would in a ſhort time, reveale his wrath 
from heaven againſt them,and bring them and their work to ruine. 
For thus he had done both formerly by one Theudas, and more- 
lately by Judas of Galilee ; who projeiting greatmatters for aha 
| VES3. 
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ſelves, without any warrant or authority from God, though they 
went on, and ſeem'd for a while to proſper in their way, — 
great numbers of people after them , were yet, both they and a 
their complices and followers , by a ſpeciall hand of God ſcat- 
tered and brought to nought. Upon the-mention of theſe two 
memorable examples of Divine Juſtice againſt Seducers and De- 
ceivers, he infers as followeth in the words read unto you. 

And now IT ſay unto you , Refraine from theſe men , and let thent 
alone, &c. | 

' Fhis for-the coherence. 

For the ſenſe of the words (brietiy) Refraine from, «Tur dn, 
thatis, ſtand, or keep off from them, depart from them, goe yee 
your way, and let them go their way ; x tor: cv7%; let them 
alone, or ſuffer them, that is, ( as ſome underſtand it) do not one- 

ly forbeareperſecuting of themyour ſelves by your authority, but 
be no occation that the Roman power any wayes interpoſeth to 
moleſt them': do not betray them into the hand of violence other- 
wiſe ; orelſe the doubling of the caution may import the weigh- 
tineſſe of the matter in his apprehenſion that ſpeaketh.However,by 
this double Caution or Item he gives unto them, not to have any 
thing to do ( for the preſent )) with the Apoſtles, in any way of 
moleſtation , he diſcovers an utter averſenefle in him to ſuch pro- 
ceedings. Wherefore he gives this reaſon further. 

For if this counſel or work be of men, it will come to nought } 1. Tf the 
deſign which theſe men drive, with the method, courſe and means 
whereby they carryit on, hathno better foundation to bear it up, 
but either their own wiſdomes, intereſt and authority, or ſome 
other mens, xgrzavHoem, it will be diflolved,or come to nought, it 
-will ſoon diſcover its originall by its end;ifit were taken out of the 
_ duſt, toduſt it will return ; and they that are ingaged in it, will 

fall and fink with it. But if it be from God 3. If it be countenan- 
ced or authorized by God, if he be the Founder of it ; Yee carmot 
deſtroy or diſſolve it, leſt, &c. i. you muſt not, or you oughtnor, to 
attempt any thing againſt it to deſtroy or'diflolveit, becauſe by 
{uch an attempt as this, you will dono better then fight againſt God, 
Tee cannot | viz. lawfully, or wiſely, or upon any good ground. 
Thereisa double impotency, or impoſſibility often mentioned in 
Scripture; the one we may call zatzrall, or phyſical, the other mu- 
rall 
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rall, Wirh the firſt kind of impoſlibility,things are (aid tobeun- 
poſſible, when there wants a natutrall or executive principle of 
ſtrength or power in any kind todo them: with the latter, thar 
is aid tobe unpoſlible for a man to do, for the doing whereof he 
hath no g:ound or warranteither in the word of God, or inrea- 
ſon or equity,though he hath never ſo much naturall ſtrengthor 
power to do ir, Of this latter kind the Apoſtle Pan! ſpeaketh, 
2 (or, 1 3.3- where he ſaith, tbat he cond do notbing againſt the truth, 
but for the truth, meaning that he had no ground or warrant, ei- 
ther from God,or otherwiſe, to do any ſuch thing. So again, 1 Cor. 
10.21, Tec1nnot drink the cap of the Lord,and the cup of the Dewill ; 
z, yee cannot doe it lawfully; or with any congruicy either to the 
principles of Chriflianity, or of ſound reaſon. Of this kind of 
\  Impotencie or impoſlibility, that common ſaying in the Civill 
ft Jaw ſpeaketh, 14 rantum poſiumu quodjure poſiumns, Of the other 
kind wehave many inſtances alſo ; T /pake to thy Diſciples to caſt 
him out, bat they could no: (Mark 9.18 )1. they wanted an execu- 
tive principleor power whereby to doit: otherwiſe it was law- 
fullenough for them to have done it : Soagain, Hark 6.19. and 
Hayk 2. 4. befides many other. 

Deſtroy or diſtolveit | 1. do or attempt any thing to deſtroy it. 
Not only theendevours and artemprs, but even the purpoſes and 
intents of doing things,are often 1n Scripture exprefſed by words 
which properly ſignifie the doing or eff:Ring. the things them- 
ſelves. any good works(faith our Saviour, [0,10.32,)bave I ſhew- 
ed yow from my Father : for which of theſe works do you ſtone me? i, do 

- you intend or go about coſtone me? for rhey had not yet aGual- 
y ſtoned him, Thus Heb, 11.17. Abrabam is twiceſaidto have 
offeredup his ſon 1/aac,becauſehe was fully intended, and had at- 
rempted to off:r him. Befides many the like : So here, yow cammot 
deftroy it, i, you ought nor, you cannot with reaſon go about or 
attempt the deſtroying of it-- Leſt you be found even fighters againſt 
G4; meaning, that in caſe the doftrine and way 'of thoſe men, 
againſt whon they were incenſed, ſhould be from God, and'they 
nevertheles ſeek ro diftroy them,they would by ſuch a courle, 
daſhthemſelvs againftſacha fowe,as would break themto pieces, 
they would be found even to fight againſtGod, That clauſall particle: 
Karvore beſt doth not alwayes note a hazard; or uncertainty of an. 


effect* 


——__ - 
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# See Mat. 4.6 
and Mat.13. 
IS, 


— 


effeft or conſequent ; but many times lignifies as much as Trap), ut 
2012, and is usd as well to fignific the dependance as well of a cer. 
tain and neceſſary, as of a contingent efteCt, upon its cauſe : * $9 
here, yor cannot deſtroy it, leſt you be found, &c. 1. it you attempt to 
deſtroy it, you will be found, &c. . ; 
Be found | The word ivpioxe2z to be found, in ſuch a conſtruCti- 
on as this, oft notes the unexpe&ednefle of ſomewhat befalling a 
rſon, whether in reſpe& of his own,or other mens expeCtations. 
hus itis faid of the Virgin Mary, that before Joſeph and ſhe came 
together, ig is yace? Hxvoe,, ſhee was FOUND with child, meaning, 
beyond, or contrary to expeCtation. So Lk. 9.36. whereas Mee 
and Elias were immediately before the voyce from heaven, taken 
notice of by the Apoſtles to have been preſent with Chriſt upon 
the Mount; as ſoone as ever the voyce was paſt, It is faid of him, 
wupithy why, be was found alone, to imply that doſes and Elias were 


withdrawn before the Apoſtles were aware, or thought of it. To 


paſſe by other inſtances for this importance of the wort ; itis ſaid 
of Babylon the Great ( Rev. 18. 24. ) that in her was found ( with ) 
the bloud of the Prophets,and of the Saints, and of all that were ſlain up= 
on. the earth;meaning, that whereas this City had till now thought 
her felf the moſt religious City under heaven, the Mother and Pa- 
troneſle of Prophets and Saints, an enemy onely unto Heretiques 
and perſons hatefull unto God ; now when God came to call her 
to an account, and to enter into judgement with her, contrary to her 
expeftation and opinion of her ſelt,ſhe was diſcovered and evifted 
to have been the moſt cruell and bloudy enemy that ever Prophets 


or Saints had, yea, and further,a principall Acreſlein the ſlangh- 


ter of many millions otherwiſe. So Gamalie!, exprelling himielte 
thus to the: Councell, leſt you be FOUND even fighters againſt God ; 
gives them tounderſtand, that how-holy, wiſe, or juſt ſoever they 
might ſeeme in their own eyes, yea., and might think themſelves 
the furtheſt of any men under heaven. from, praftiling or fighting 
againſt God, yet itthey went on with:their preſent intentions and 
reſolutions againſt the men they had now before then;they might 
fall into this heavie guilt and condemnation; when they thought 
leaſt of it. The heavineſſe of which guilt: is further implyed, in 
that emphaticall particle 9, even, ever fighters againſt God ; which 


particle of ſpecch in ſuch Conſtrutions as this, is intenſive in an 


high 


or 
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high degree, and ftill imports ſomewhat very remarkable in what 
is joyned with it. In ſuch an importance as this, you fhall find it 
uſed, " ogra 12.8. for the ſon of man is Lord, »; Tio#66Te, even of 
the Sabbath ; meaning, that thjFwas a very tranſcendent Lordſhip 
indeed,and ſuch as was incompatible unto any,but unto him who 
need count it no robbery to be equall with God. So Mar. 13.22. 

and elſewhere. Thus Gamalie! admoniſhing his Colleagnes, tq 

confider well what they did, /eſt they ſhould be found EV EN figh- 

ters againſt God ; plainly intimates unto you, that this is one of the 

worſt ſtones in the world to ſtumble at, and that no improvi- 

dence or inconfideratenefs whatſoever beſides, is like to make any 

ſuch breach upon the comfort and peace of the Creatnre, as for 

men to ingage themſelves in any ſuch aftion or courſe, wherein 


* they ſhall be found fighters againſt God. 


efuayeu, Fighters againſt God. Every aCt of tin, eſpecially with 
knowledge and conſentot will, is, (in a ſenſe) 2 fighting againft 
God - but that fin which Gamalie! here intends in his expreſſion of 
fighting againſt God, is a fin of an higher nature then ordinary, as 


_— 


- appeares by the particle gs, ezen, joyn'd with it, and formerly 


opened. Therefore by fighting againſt God (in this place.) mult 
needs be meant ſome high and peremptory aQtion or ingagement 
of the creature, wherein it oppoſeth God in ſome ſpeciall or re- 
markable deſign, which hee ſecketh either to ſet on foot, or elſe to 
carry on in the world, whether the oppoſer knowes it to be a de= 
{ign of God's or no. And thus the Fropaguang of that DoCtrine, 
which the Apoſtles preached, being a deſign of God, the oppolt- 
tion of the councell againſt it, eſpecially with ſo high an hand as 
the cruſhing or ſlaying of the Apoſtles, who were appointed by 
Gold to publiſhit, would have been, was, and would have been 
very properly, 2 fighting againſt God. 

The Srda explain'd, are matter ready prepared for Doftrine 
and Obſervation. Only one word (by the way) for Anſwer to 


' that Queſtion ; What authority, weight, or credit, is to be given 


to that which Gamaliel delivers in this Speech of his to the Conun- 
cell? Whether may we build upon every thing, or any thing, ſpo- 
kefiby him, as authorized by God ? 
L anſwer; 
I. That there is little queſtion tobe made, but that the Spirit 
C of 
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of the man, was in ſpeciall manner touch'd and ſtirred up by the 

Spirit of God, to interpolc in the;behalf of the Apoſtles, as hee 
did ; as the ſpirit of Nicodemws (anotherbranch of the ſame root) 
formerly had been, to ſtand up ang ſpeak in the behalf of @hciſt, 

oh. 7. 5 1. ' 

/ 2 The principall end and ſcope of what hee ſpake, being the 
reſcuing of the Apoſtles from the bloody Counſels of thoſe who 
had concluded their death, and were conſulting about tha execu- 
tion ; plainly ſheweth, that there was more of God then ordina- 
ry in the thing, eſpecially if we conſider further, that he who thus 
inexpeCtedly appeared with ſhield and buckJer for the Apoſtles de- 
fence, was of = {e& or generation of men, who generally hated 
and oppoſed the Do@rine of Chriſt wich more inveterate and vi- 
perous maligniry of ſpirit, then any other. | | 

3. Evidentitis : 1. That the intent,end, and ſcope of Gamaliels 
in this Speech to the Councel], being the bringing of the Apoſtles 
from the bloody rage and violence of men, was good, and agree- 
able to the Will and Word of God. And 2. As evidently likewiſe it 
is, that the Speech it ſelf, in the whole carriage, and in all the paſ- 
fages of it,is duly,and with all exaCQneſle of wiſdome and prudence, 
proportioned to the end, and tends in a dire&and wulgar way to 
effe&tit. Now whatſoever direQly and regularly tends to the et- 
feting of that which is good, muſt needs be good, and conſe- 

—_ from God. That which is good may occaſionally;and by 
cog collaterall influence of Providence, be brought to paſſe, by 
means that are evill; but ina regular and direCt way, it can only 
be produced by that which is good. There is no more friendſhip 
or fellowſhip naturally, between good ends and ill means, then is 
between /ight and darkzeſſe, Chriſt and Belial, Bur. 

4. (Andlaftly) There being nothing in all this' Speech (cx- 
cepting only the hiitoricall inſtances,the truth of which, it ſeems, 
was generally knowne among the ewes, and is atteſted: by Joſe- 
phus their ”m Hiſtorian) but what is fully confonant with the 
Word of God, (unqueſtionably ſo acknowledged) eliewhere, the 
credit and authority of it, for matter of truth, is one and the ſame 
with thoſe other Scriptures correſponding with it. ;©hat wee here 
learne (ſaith Gzalter upon the place) ſhould be wnto Fo 45 an Oracle, 
viz. that the counſels. of God are not to be. defeated or hindered by any 

£22 ſtrength. 


} 
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ſfirength of man; bnt, for the counſels of men, they fall aud fenk , and 


come. to nothing of themſelves. 

In the words there be theſe ſx inſuing points of DoAtrine, 
faire and latge, beſides many others of a more collaterall and il- 
Jative obſervation, 

Firſt, From thoſe words, ver. 38. Andnow I ſay unto you, Re- 
fraine from _ meh, and let _ alone : for;&c. Obſerve, that it ie 
4 potnt of much wiſdome to forbeare the oppreſſion, or ſuppreſſion of ſuch 
Prfenr, Dofrines, ns wayes , which aws., 3-4 any hf xt ar all 
to Judge or thuke, that they are, or may be, from God. 

Secondly, From Ry doubtfull expreſſions of ſo great a Do- 
&or of the Law,/and one that knew how to meaſure and eſtimate 
the Authority and weight of a Councel-determination, and be- 
ſides can no wayes be ſuſpeCted of any difafteftion or prejudicate> 
nefſe againſt ſuch Auchority, from thoſe: doubtfull expreſlions 
(I fay) of this man, If this counſellor work be of men,ec. And again, 


| Ff itbe of God,ehe. Obſerve, That the determination of a Councell,or of 


the major .part of a Councell againſt a Way, DcoGrine or Prattice, is no 
demonſtrative or ſufficient proofe for any wiſe man to reſt or build upon, 
that ſuch a Way, Doftrine or Praftice, are not from God. The whole 
Councell, asyou heard, chisone man excepted, had peremptorily 
concluded the Do&rine and Prattice of the Apoſtles, tobe, not 
from God, but from men, and thereupon were in high conſulta- 


tion to ſupprefle them, and that by death ; yet all this did not fa- 


tisfie Gamaliel in point of judgement or conſcience, hee was ſtill 
but where he was, doubtfull, and in fuſpence with himſelf abour 
the bulineſle. 
Thirdly, From thatclauſe, If this corfell or work be from ne, 
it will come to nought | Obſerve, that every znvention, contrivancey 
way or device of man, - 9 in things either appertaining or pretend 
od, in matters of Religion, will in time weare 
ont into nothing and be diſſolved. 

Fourthly, From the Connexion or Dependance between the 
former and latter parts of wer. 39. But if it be from God ,yee cannot 
deſtroy it,, leſt, exc. Obſerve, That for any mn, or men, to attempt the 
ſuppreſſion of any Doftrine, Way or Pratfice that is from God, is to fight 
wy” oy — l ; ey —_ 
Fit! rom thar ſignificant phraſe or expreſſion, of bein 
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FOUND fighters againſt God, ver. 39. Obſerve, That many, who 
poſſibly for the preſent may conceive and thinke , and that with much con- 
fidence, that they fight for Godywhen the truth comes to an unparttall and 


perfet} ſcanning, will be found to have fought againſt bim.. 


Sixthly, (and laſtly) From the importance and weight of chat 
emphatical] particle, even,in thelaſt clauſe, Le ſt yeebe found EV EN 
fighters againſt God; Obſerve, that fighting againſs Godgzs a moſt dan- 


gerous poſture or ingagement, for a creature to be taken or found in by 


God at any time. The dread and terror of tncfa miſpriſion as this, 


is the baſe and ground-work, upon which Gamaliel builds the fa- 
brick of that important counſell and advice, which hee gives un- 
to: his: fellowes, throughout his diſcourſe or ſpeech made unto 
them. 

- We ſhall for the preſent (paſſing by all the reſt) pitch upon that 
Doftrine mentioned in the fourth place, the tenor and effe& 
whereof was this; That for any man to endevonr or attempt the ſup- 
preſſion of any DoGrine, Pradice, or Way, which us from God,, i to fight 
againſt God himſelf. 

For the ſenſe and true import of the Do&rine, I ſhall need to 
adde little beyond what was-ſaid, in explication of the words ; 
hereweebrictly ſhewed what was meant by fighting againſt God. 
Inow only adde this, (which is ſomewhat more particular) that 
tt is not every degree or kind of oppoling a Way, Doftrine, or de- 

of God, which either the Text, or the DoEtrine calleth 7 
bring againſi God ;, but ouly ſuch an impoſing which is peremp- 
cory, and carried on with an high hand, ſo that thoſe Agents or 
Inſtruments of God, which hee hath anointed to hold forth that 
Way, Do&rine,or Deligne of his in the world, are not ſuffered to 
execute their Commiſſion, but are countermanded, either by the 
Authority or over-bearing ſtrength and power of men. Ic is one 


thing tooppole or contend againſt a DoCtrine or Way of God, 


per modum Dofforis, as when a Miniſter through a miſtake or weak- * 
neffe of judgement, pleads for Baal againſt God, preacheth error 

up, and truth down, which may befall the beſt and faithfulleſt of 
men : another to do it, per modem Fudicis, as when men will a(- 
ſume an Authoritative power, whether Eceleſiaſtique or Civill, to 
_— or {tence the publiſhing, praQtiling, arguing,or debating 
of ſuch Wayes or DoQtrines, with the judgements and conſciences 
of 
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of men. Ir is true, even this kind of oppoſing them, is ſometimes 
incident to men, otherwiſe upright in the main before Gad : but 
the children of this contention and conteſtation againſt their 
Maker, muſt expeCt to be taught more wiidome and reverenceto- 
wards him,with briers and thorns. Tf men fight againſt God after 
any ſuch manner as rhis, upon ſuch terms, as if they were Gods 
too, this will ingage him to take up arms alſo in his own defence; 


and provoke him to fight againſt thoſe, who fight againſt him. 


This for opening the Doftrine. - 

For the confirmation of the truth of it, wee ſhall not need .to 
tauſe many Scriptures toHabour: the word will be ſufficiently elta- 
bliſhed in the mouth of two or three of theſe Witneſſes. Why do 
the Heathen -age, (faith David ) and the people imagine a vain thing * 
The Kings of the Earth ſet themſelves, A Ralers take counſel toge= 
ther againſt the Lord,and againſt his anointed, ſaying, Let us break zheir 
bands aſunder, and caſt away their cords from us, &x9c. Thole cxpreſ- 
ſions, of raging, ſetting themſelves, taking counſel! together againſt the 
Lord and his Anointed, amount every whit as much,as to a fg9t2ng 


againſt the Lord. And what was it, that the Heathen, People, Kings, 


and Rulers of the Earth, did, or attempted todo againſt the Lord 
and againſt his Anointed; (meaning Chriſt) Was it any thing elle 
but to quench that fire, which Chriſt (as himſelf ſaith!) came to 
kale, to ſupprelle the Goſpel,tocut off thoſe Wayes of righteou!- 
nefle and holineſſe from the knowledge and prafice of men, 


which ate therein recommended and keld-forth unto the world? 


Theſe are the bands, which they . ſer themſelues thus to. cuet aſunder 
and the co-ds, whichy.it-it had: been:!pofſible, they wonld: have 
caſt from them. Saul, Saul, (faith the Lord:Chriſt from- Heaven 
unto him, as hee was travelling towards Dun ifous.)! Why perſe- 
crtteſt thaw me ? And he ſaid, Who art thou, Loyd ? \ Andithe Tord [aid;1 
am Jeſus , whom thou perſecuteſt, &c. AR. 9. 4, 5. To perſecute Chriſt 
(and conſequently, God himſelf, who is in Chriſt, 2'Cor. 5:) im- 
port#very whit as much, as to fight againſt Chriſt, and' ſomewhat 
more. Bur why is Sau! here charged with perſecuting Chriſt? What 
courſe of hoſtility did hee run or pradtice againſt him? It is ſaid 


(ver. 2.) that he deſired Letters of the high Prieſt to Damaſcus to the | 


Synagogues,that if be found any of this WA T whether they were men.gr 
womenyhe might bring them hound to feruſzlem. Whereby it appeares3 


that. 
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that the preciſe oppoſition againſt Chrit, upon which Sau! was 
arceſted from Heaven (as we heard) under the terms of perſecuting 
him, was his attempting with ſo high and bloody'an hand, to de- 
ſtroy out-of the world that VAT of worſhipping and ſerving 
God,which Chriſt in his Goſpel recommends unto, 'and chargeth 
upon the world. Mer and women were not the preciſe and tormall 
objett of his hatred and perſecution; but that 1: of Chritt in the 
Goſpel, wbich they maintained, practiſed, and raught, who were 
perſecuted by him. Tf hee could have told how otherwiſe to have 
gotten this 1/A T ont of their m_—_—_ ,and liv2s,and con- 
{equently out of the world, then by moſleiting, vexing, and pecſe- 
cuting them, -it is not like that hee would have proceeded againſt 
them, wirh ſo rough and cruell an hand. Ir is ſaid (Rev. 12.7.) 
That there was war in Heaven ; Michael and his Angels fought ag 1inſt 
the Dragon ;, and the Dragon fought, and his Angels. Whether 17:chael 
in this Scripture be Chriſt himſelf, (as ancient Interpreters gene- 
rally carried it.) or ſome prime Angel appointed by Chriſt, to be 
asa Generall or Head to his Saints and fervants,in thoſe wars and 
fiery conflitts, wherein they were for a long time ingaged againſt 
Satan, and his bloody Agents in the Roman Empire, (as ſome 
later Expolitors conceive) is not nuch materiall. But it is here 
exprelly ſaid, that the Dragon and his Angels, that is, the Devill and 
his Inſtruments, ignorant and blood-thirſty-men, forght , viz. 
againſt Michael and his Angels, z. againſt Chriſt himſelf in thoſe 


| appointed by him tohold forth the Way and Goſpel of his King- 
» domeunto the world. Bur why, or how are they ſaid to have 
* fought againſt Chriſt? What was their ingagement or attempt 
' againſt him? Queſtionlefle nothing elſe but the extirpation and 


ejetion of the Dorineand Way of his Goſpel out of the world, 
by the torments,ſlaughter and ruine of thoſe who profeſſed them, 
and by this profeſſion, gave them a ſpeciall ſubſiſtence and being 
in the World. For that Rule, -DoCtrine, or Way, which is nor 
praftiſed or profeſſed in the world, languiſheth, and is litileberter 
then dead, I had but one Scripture more, and then T have done 


with the provfe of the Point, in this kinde. Ther cometh the end 


(faith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor.15. 24.) when hee, (i. Chrift) ſpall have 
delivered up te Kingdometo God,even the Father,when be ſhall b.ve put 
down all ale, and all Authority and Power, Why the end ſhould nor 


be, 
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be, untill Chriſt hath pt downe all rule, and all authority and power, 


2. all kinde of Rule, Authority and Power ; this reaſon is rendred, 


ver. 25. For hee muſt reigne- till hee hath put all enemies under his feet, 
I demand, Why ſhould all Rwle, all Authority and Power, as well Ec- 
cleliaſticall as Civill, be looked upon, as Enemies unto Chriſt? 
What is the enmity or hoſtility they exerciſe againſt lim? Doubt- 
lefle no lawfull Rule, Authority, or Power,are Enemies to Chriſt, 
,either in theirnature or inficution, but.are confederate with him. 
It is their degeneration in their exerciſe and aCtings, that renders 
them of an hoſtile interpretation to him.” There-is none of them 
all,but is apt everand anon, to be fighting 2gainſt him, and.that by 


ſome peremptory and ſtitfe oppoling and iuppreiling ſome way. 


Do£trine or Pra&ice of his, where they have to do. And: this is 
the __ which the Lord Chriſt hath tothe whole fraternity 
or aſſociation of them ; for this hee counts them his exemie.. 

'Fhe Reaſons of the Point which.we ſhall briefly touch,arethree: 

Firſt, hethat attempts or ſeeksby an high hand to ſuppreſs any 
Do@tine, Way or Pra&ice which is from God, may well becon- 
ceived,and ſaid to-fight againſt God, becaule he oppoteth, and that 
with vehemence and might, the Will of God, and thatin a very 
conſiderable aft, motion, or deſire of it. There is no Way, Do- 
Erine,or PraCtice, which is from God,but his Will ttands-ſtrong- 


Reaſon 1.. 


ly bent for the propagation and ſpreading of it in the world. I r.yuke 12, 49. 


am come ({aith Chriſt) to ſend, (or,caft) fire on the earth : and what 
WILL 1, Cor, whatis my deſire, as theformer tranſlationhad 
it) if it be already kindled ? meaning, that. his deſire to ſee the 
Goſpel on foot, to ſee it well taken, and ſufficiently rooted in the 
world, was ſo great,that when hee once ſaw it, hee cared not how: 
ſoon heeleft the world. So Luke 22. 15. And be ſaid wnto them, With 
defire have I deſired to eat this Paſſeover with you, before T ſuffer-: mean= 
ing, that he even longed to ere and found that. great Ordinance 
of the Supper, tor the uſe and beneficof the world in after times, 
before hee left the world. Many other Scriptures there are that. 
ſpeak this overand over, vi. that the heart and.ſoul of God are 


firmly and deeply ſet within him, to have ſuch Wayes, Dodtrines 


and Ordinances as come from him, rage maintained, prea=- 
ched, and held forth unto the world. Therefore they who in- 
gage themſelves with all their ſtrength, and all their might, to ” 
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Reaſon 3. 


(iſt thigwill of his in the accompliſhment of 'it, what do they ele 


bur fight againſt God? | 

. Secondly, Hee that magnifies himſelf to ſuppreſſe, quaſh, or 
keep down any Way, Pra&ice or Counſell which is from God, 
(Als gn ge” Hy pr the glory of God,and'doth what in him 
lies,: t6 keepdGod from being magnified in the hearts and lives of 
men, at leaſt as far as that Way, Praftice or Counſell which hee 
ſocks to ſuppreſs, tends to ſhok a magnification of him. And will 
this, being weighed in the ballance of the Sanftuary,be found any 
whitlighter,then-a fighting againſt Cod? Certain it is, that God 
hath ( as/ it: were) a ftock of glory in the hand of every Way, 
Dodrine and Pratftice, which hee recommends unto the World ; 
yeazin all andevery of theſe,he hath'a peculiar defigne for the ex> 
altation of his Name. The beauty of the Lord is faid tobe ſeen,or to 
be beheld in the Wayes and Ordinances of his Houſe, or Temple. 
Pſal. 27. 4 There is no Way or Truth of God, but carries an im- 
preſſion in it of ſome lineament or other of the glory and loyeli- 
neſs of his face. So again, Pu. 67. The Prophet having (ver.1..) 
petitioned that at the hand of God, which (er: 2.) might make 
his ay to be known on earth, &x. he breaks out (ver. 3.) in this pro- 
pheticall ſtrain ; Let the people praiſe thee,O God, let all the people praiſe 
thee; clearly implying, that the Way of God being publiſhed, and 
made known to the World, is that which increaſeth the Re- 


venues of the Throne of Heaven, raiſeth and procureth new con- 


tributions of praiſe and glory from men unto God. So then hee 
that ſball riſe up to oppoſe the God of Heaven in any of thoſe 
methods, counſels or proje&ions of his, whereby hee proje&s the * 
exaltation and advancement of his owngreat Name and Glory in 
the World,may in as proper a ſenſe,as the phraſe lightly will bear, 
be ſaid to fight againſt God; eſpeciall, if we conſider but this one 
thing further : that Gods ron his darling, his #ica, his only 


one, (as David call 'd his life, Eripe 4 gladio animam meam., 4 cane 


municammeam Pſal.22.21.) itis the only life in which he lives in the 
world ; it isthe only apple that his foul careth to eat of, out of 
that great Orchard which he planted (Lmean the World.) There- 
fore donbtlefle, hee that ſhall oppot him in his gathering of this 
fruit, hath-the greater {m. 

- Thizdly,Cand JaitlyNchereis in every thing that proceeds or de-- 


Ives 


The Danger of Fighting againſt God. 


rives its originall or being from another,fomewhat af the ture, 
property, or ſpirit of that, from which it takes this riſe or pring 
of its being : there is ſomewhat of the father in thechilde, of the 
root in the fruit, and in the branches,&c. In like manner, in cyery 
Way,!/Do&rine, or Praftice which is fram God,there is ſomewhat 
of God himſelf. The very ſubſtance, frame and conſtitution of 
them, at leaſt, that which is operative, quickning and ſpirituall 
in them, what is it but a kinde of heavenly compolujon,the ingre- 
dients whereof are the holineſſe, wifdome, mercy, AL 
rw fp God? And whatare theſeand every of them, but God 
himſelf? Every Ordinance or Way of God, is (as it were) a be- 

iene conſtellation of theſe ſtars unto the world ; out of the midſt 
of hich he' givesa gracious aſpeCt of himſelf,'and communicates 


againſt God himſelf? | 
We have done with the Reaſons of the DoQtrine ;;weſhall con- 
clude with ſomewhat by way of Ulſe and Application. py 
Firſt, by way of Inſtru&ion: If to aurm_sn6 loppreſfgnce 
| eeping down any Way, DoCrine or Praftice which is. from Gad, 
'# be of no leſke concernment, of no ſafer interpretation, then a 
FF fighting againſt God, then xralayie] is thegreateſt imprudence 


or 
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Rom.10. 2, 


or improvidence under heaven,for any man,or rank of menwhat- 


ſoever,to appear,eſpecially in any high-handed oppoſition or can- 
teſtation againſt any Way, DoCtrine, or Prattice whatſoever, un- 
till they have nds upon proof, demonſtration upon demonſtra- 
tion, evidence upon evidence; yea, all theſecuricy that men in an 


- ordinary way (at leaſt) are capable of; that 'ſuch Wayes or Do- 
' Arines only pretend unts God as the Author them, and that in 
"truth, they are not at all from'/himy but either from men, og of a 


baſer parentage. For what do men by ſuch.a praQce and ingage- 
ment of themſdlves as this, butrun an apparent hazard, of daſhing 


their foot againſt that ſtone; at. which Pa}.ſtumbled, (when time 
was) yea, and without the lrigheſt hand 'of mercy that was ever 


lift up to ſave a mortall man, had- been utterly broken to pieces 
by it? I: is a bard thing for thee (faith the Lord by a voyce from 
heaven to him) Ts tired anrrices,! Hd kick or daſh thy ſelf againſt 
ſharp goads or- nails; 'made' of Steel 'or! Iron, (for ſo the word 
fignities) meaning, that his.nndertaking, or ſetting.himſelf with 
ſach violence;to ſuppreſs that:Wayrizhich Chriſt had a, pyrpoſe to 
advance and ſet up in theworld,. was anjenterpriſe ofthe ſoreſt 
and moſt” grievous conſequenetand portendance to him, in the 
nature of it, that ever he could have lift. upeither heart, or head, 
or hand unto. Who ever hath beer fierce againſt him (faith Job,ſpeak- 
ing of God) and hath proſpered? Job 9. 4-' He that is fierce againſt 
any Way or Do@rine which is from God, makes a covenant with 
ſorrow and trouble,which is like to ſtand. And (to make the beſt 
of fuch a doubtfull and blind ingagement): put the cafe that that 
Way or DoCtrine, which men ſhall proſecute with ſo much vio- 


Jenceand fierceneſlle of ſpirit, ſhall in concluſion be found ta have 


been miſtaken, erroneous, and not from God : yet; 
1-\In this caſe men ſhall but offer the ſacrifice of fooles, a kinde 
of ſacrifice, wherewith God is not delighted. The Athenians wor- 
thipped the true God, as appeares by thoſe words of the Apoſtle 
tintothem, AGF. 17. 23: Whom yee then ignorantly worſhip, him ſhe 
unto you; and yet were Idolaters notwithſtanding. The ſame 
Apoſtle bears record unto his';Countrypmen the Jews, That they þ.ad 
the zeale of God; but this zeale of theirs not being according to know- 
teaze,in the proſecution of it, they neither pleaſed God, and were con- 
racy to all men, forbidding the Apoſtles to preach unto the Gentiles that 
they 


f 


pt 
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they might be ſaved, to fulfill their ſins alwayes ; becauſe wrath was come 
pon them to the uttermoſt, 1 Theſ. 2. 15, 16» The beaſt under the 
Law, though it were a firſt-born, yet was not to be ſanffified or of- 
fered wnto the Lord.jt it were either lame, or blind, Deut. 15. 19.21. 
Nor was any man, though of Aarons leed,admitted to ſerve at the 
Altar, that had any blemiſh or imperfe&ion of blindneſſe on him, 
Levit. 21. 17, 18. God regards no mans zeale without knowledge, 
though it ſhould pitch and faſten upon things never ſo agreeable 
unto his Will : nor doth he care that his enemies themſelves ſhould 
be deſtroyed, but upon lawtfull criall and convidtion. 

Secondly, whatſoever Dodrine or Way is recommended and 
tendered -unto men in the Name of God. whether either the one 
or the other be from God or no,yet he expeCts from men (as well 
hemay) that reverence. and regard unto that greatName of his, 
-wherein ſuch things are brought and cenderad) unto them, that 
they ſhould be diligently conſidered, and due proofe and exami- 
nation made, whether they. be from, him, orno, befare they be re- 
jeted,and much more before oppoſed. And certainly men dobut 
pollute and prophane that eyer-blefled Name of God, by making 
refuſe, yea, abomination: (as-many. do) of ſuch- things as. are 
brought unto them in that Name, before they kriow upon any 
conſiderable grounds or terms of knowledge, whether the things 
be indeed from God or'no ; yea, though the things thus rejeCted, 
ſhould at laſt be found worthy of no better entertainment, as 
havingno agreement with God or his Word. Theevent or iffuein 
this caſe, though it ſhould fall out tobe the beſt for ſuch men, will 
very little eaſe or qualifie their fin. Shall not thar wicked tyrant 
and enemy of God, Eglon, Riſe up in judgement, and condemne that ge= 
neration of men wenow'ſpeak of,” who, when ;Ebxd only fignified 
that he had a meſſage from God unto him,;did not. preſently nejere the 
meſſage before he knew it;orfall toul upon the Meſlenger, .-but (as 
the Texth faith, Judg.2.20-:) aroſe up from” his "Throne, addreſſing 
himſelf in that deportment of Reverence to receive it?  ., -, 

_ — Thirdly, (andlaftly )Icis extreme madnefle in men, to run the. 
hazard we ſpeak of, I mean, of fighting againſt God, in ſeeking to 
ſappreſs ſuch wayes or courſesas they arenot able to demonſtrate, 
but that they are Wayes of God indeed,becaule,in caſe they be not 
the Wayes of God, he himſelf will give teſtimony from Heaven a- 
D 2 | gainft 
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Y4inſt them in duetimie, hee will ſupprefle and ſcatter them, and 
Fotos them to nought ; and then there will beno _ for men 
to reje& and abhorre them. Dearely beloved (faith the Apoſtle, 
Rom. 12. 19.) avenge not your ſehues, but give place unto wrath, ji. unto 
the wrath of God Tholl juſt avenging hand is lift up againſt thoſe 
that wrong you, and deal] unjuſtly with you, and is ready to ſmite 
for your ſakes ; as it followeth : For it is written, Vengeance is mine : 
Twill repay, ſaith the Lord. It were great folly in any man, to expoſe 
himſelf tothe Juſt offence and diſpleaſure of God, by ſeeking to 
jight himſclfe in an angry and revengefull manner upon him, 
whites he certainly knowes hath injur'd him, God himſelf being 
ready with the ſtroke of Juſtice to do him right,and toavenge him 
on his adverſary, though he himſelf ſhould be patient and lit ſtill. 
But it would be a point yet of ſeven-times greater folly then fo, 
for a man to fall foul in a way of revenge upon an imaginary ad- 
verſary, and who (at moſt) can only be ſuppoſgd or ſuſpefted 
to have done him wrong, conſidering that God who is an infal- 
ible diſcerner and Judge of injuries and wrongs,and withall a juſt 
Avenger of all ſuch thi willſhortly appeare for-his full vindi- 
cation, in caſe he hath been wronged indeed. Nor hath any man 
caul? in this caſe to feare, leſt, whiteſt the graſſe grows,the freed| ſhould 
ſtarve, = the Proverb is) I mean, that the perſon injured, whe- 
ther really, or in ſuppoſition only, ſhould fatter loſſe, by poſſeſſing 
his ſoul in patience, untll the day of Divine recompence and ven- 
geance ſhall come. For God certainly will give full and ample 
confideration for all forbearance and Jong-ſufiing of men,where- 
in, and whereby the rights of his Throne are tendered and main- 
tained. It were no leffe then an exaltation of folly in any man, 
to expoſe his own life to the ſtroke of juſtice, by aſſaulting the life 
of a malefaQor whileft heis going toexecntion. | 
Again, ſecondly, (by way of InftruRtion) If to attempt the 
deſtrufion or fuppreſſion of any Do&rine, or Way,which is from 
God in ſo high and _— a manner, as was formerly ex- 
preſſed, be a fighting againſt God ; take we —_— from hence 


alſo, what fan by namein all Iikdihood (at leaſt) and with higheſt 


pregnancy of conjefture, it is, which ever and anon thus ſepa- 
rates between God and us, which ſtill troubles our proceedings, 
and makes the Sun of ourpeace to go ſo often pm the 

R vens 


The Danger of Fighteng againſt G od. 


Heavens thereof. Is there not a fighting againſt God amongſtus, as 
well as a fighting for him.? And do wee not pull down by the one, 
what we build upby the other? Are not the hearts,and the heads, 
and the hands of far the greateſt part of men amongſt us, inga«» 
ged, and that to the higheſt of all bitterneſſe, hatred, and enmity, 
againit that Way of ordering the things of Gods worſhip, and of 
governing his Churches and Saints, which hath been, and ſtill is, 
held forth in his Name unto this Nation, by ſome Ambaſſadors 
and Meſſengers of his, of a very choyce anointing, and indued 
with ſtrength from on high, (many of them) as it were on pur- 
poſe to ſtand by ſome ſuch Way or counſell of God, untill it had 
throughly taken the hearts, and judgements, and conſciences of 
men; belides many thouſands more, and thoſe (for the moſt 
part) jof the beſt and choyceſt ſervants. of God amongſt us? Is. 
not this /A T blaſphemed and ſpoken againſt; yea,is not the de- 
ſtru&on and ruine of it, with the grinding of the faces and brea- 
king of the bones, with the ſuppreſſion and cruthing of thoſe that 
hold it forth unto us, conſulted, ſtudied, and attempted by ſome 
that would be thought Pillars and prime men in the Houſe and 
Temple of God ? And have they not a great vote of the generali 
of people,who know little of God, or his Wayes, concurring wit 
them, to ſt hen their hand herein? May we not ſay of this 
WAY, as the Jews ſometime ſaid unto Pax!, concerning the Do- 
Arine of Chriſt which he preached, with thoſe that: profeſied it ; 
We know that this Sed is every where ſpoken againſt * AQ. 28: 22: $0 pq .q 1. 
then in caſe it ever fhall appear,or be found to be a WAY of God, "I 
weare in a Premwnire for thepreſent;and have forfeited onrpeace; 
help and comfort in God, as touching deliverance from our pre- 
ſent dangers and milſeries, by this our fighting againſt him. I pre- 
fiune you will all readily acknowledge and confefſe,that if there be 
ſuch a fin ruling and raigning amongſt us, as fighting againſt God, 
this of all other;is like to be the Achan,the Trozbler of our Ifrael;that 
betrays our armies,our faithfull and valiant men into the hands of 
| theirandourenemies,and that makes us ever and anon,retrograde 
inourmotions and tendencies towards reſt and peace.ho ever hath 
hardened himſelf againſt him (faith fob, as wee heard before) and Job 9, 4 
proſpered ? If this be but granted, it is enough to demonſtrateonr 
cate and condition to be very dangerous and doubttull,at the _— 
or 
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inſt them in duetimie, hee will ſupprefſe and ſcatter them, and 
Fetog them to nought ; and then there will beno danger for men 
to reje& and abhorre them. Dearely beloved (faith the Apoſtle, 
Rom. 12. 19.) avenge not your ſelues, but give place unto wrath, i. unto 
the wrath of God,whoſe juſt avenging hand is lift up againſt thoſe 
that wrong you, and deal unjuſtly with you, and is readyto ſmite 
for your ſakes ; as it followeth : For it 3s written, Vengeance us mine : 
Twill repay, ſaith the Lord. It were great folly in any man, to expoſe 
himſelf tothe juſt offence and diſpleaſure of God, by ſeeking to 

ight himſelfe in an angry and revengefull manner upon him, 
. he certainly knowes hath injur'd him, God himſelf being 
ready with the ſtroke of Juſtice to do him right,and toavenge him 
on his adverſary, though he himſelf ſhould be patient and {ir ſtill. 
But it would be a point yet of ſeven-times greater folly then fo, 
for aman to fall foul in a way of A an imaginary ad- 
verſary, and who (at moſt) can only be ſuppoſed or ſuſpefted 
to have done him wrong, conſidering that God who is an infal- 
ible diſcerner and Judge of injuries and wrongs,and wichall a juſt 
venger-of all ſuch ir, » Ipod  appeare for: his full vindi- 
cation, Ih caſe he hath been wronged indeed. Nor hath any man 
cauſe in this caſe to feare, leſt, whiteſt the graſſe grows,the ſreed| ſbould 
ſtarve, (as the Proverb is) I mean, that the perſon injured, whe- 
ther really, or in fappoſition only, ſhould fatter lofle, by poſſeſſing 
his ſoul in patience, untill the day of Divine recompence and ven- 
geance ſhall come. For God certainly will give tull and ample 
confideration for all forbearanceand long-fhing of men,where- 
in, and whereby the rights of his Throne are tendered and main- 
tained. It were no leffe then an exaltation of folly in any man, 
to expoſe his own life to the ſtroke of juſtice, by aſſaulting the life 
of a malefaQtor whileſt heis going to execntion. 

Again, ſecondly, (by way of InftruRtion ) If to attempt the 
deſtruQion or fappreſſion of any Do&ine, or Way,which is from 
God in ſo high and _—_ a manner, as was formerly ex- 
prefled, be a ghting agarmſt God; take we knowledge from hence 
alſo, what fan by namein all likelihood (at leaſt) nd with higheſt 


Pregnancy of conjeCture, it is, which ever and anon thus ſepa- 
rates between God and us, which ſtill troubles our proceedings, 
and makes the Sun of ourpeace-to go ſo often —_— the 

vens 
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Heavens thereof. Is there not a fighting againſt God amongſt us, as 
well as a fighting for him.? And do wee not pull down by the one, 
what we build upby the other? Are not the hearts,and the heads, 
and the hands of far the ;greateſt part of men amongſt us, inga» 
ged, and that to the higheſt of all bitterneſle, hatred, and enmity, 
againit that Way of ordering the things of Gods worſhip, and of 


g—_ his Churches and Saints, which hath been, and till is, 


eld forth in his Name unto this Nation, by ſome Ambaſſadors 
. and Meſſengers of his, of a very choyce anointing, and indued 


with ſtrength from on high, (many of them) as it were on pur- 
pole to ſtand by ſome ſuch Way or counſell of God, untill it had 
throughly taken the hearts, and judgements, and conſciences of 


men; belides many thouſands more, and thoſe (for the moſt 


part) jof the beſt and choyceſt ſervants. of God amongſt us ? Is 
not this VA T blaſphemed and ſpoken againſt ; yea,is not the de- 
ſtra&onand ruine of it, with the grinding of the faces and brea- 
Ling of the bones, with the ſuppreſſion and cruſhing of thoſe that 
hold it forth unto us, conſulted, ſtudied, and attempted by ſome 
that would be t Pillars and prime men in the Houſe and 
Temple of God ? And have they nor a great vote of the generali 

of people,who know little of God, or his Wayes, concurring wit 

them, to ſtrengthen their hand herein? May we not ſay of this 
WAY, as the Jew ſometime ſaid unto Pax!, concerning the Do- 
Arine of Chriſt which he preached, with thoſe that profeſſed it; 
We know that this Seft is every where ſpoken againſt ? AQt. 28: 22: $6 
then in caſe it ever ſhall appear,or befound to bea WAT of God, 
weare in a Premwunire for thepreſent;and have forfeited onrpeace; 
help and comfort in God, 'as touching deliverance from our pre- 


ſent dangers and milſeries, by this our fighting againſt him. I pre- 


fume you will all readily acknowledge and confefſe,that if there be 
ſuch a fm ruling and raigning amongſt us, as fighting againſt God, 
this of all otheriis like to be the Achan,the Trozbler of our Ifrael;that 
betrays our armies,our faithfull and valiant men into the hands of 
their and ourenemies,and that makes us ever and anon,retrograde 
in ourmotions and tendencies towardsreſt and peace.ho ever hath 
hardened himfelf againſt him (faith fob, as wee heard before) and 
proſpered ? If this be but granted, it is enough ro demonſtrateonr 
caſe and condition to be very dangerous and doubrfull,at the __ 

or 
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For whether that AT we ſpeak of, which is ſo generally troden 
and trarapled upon likeclay and mirein the ſtreets, as well by the 
foot of ignorance and prophaneneſſe, as of learning and better ac- 
conpliſhment,be the WA T of God,or no; molt certaine it is,that 
all rhe wit, wiſdome, parts, learning, judgement, that have en- 
countered and oppoſed it hitherto, have not been able by any de- 
menſtrative,or concluding proof, to overthrow that title or claim 
which it maketh unto God as the Author and Founder of it. 
Therefore unto me itis a thing of the ſaddeſt conſideration under 
heaven,and of more grievous portendance unto us,then'any thing 
elſe, (asfarasI am able to diſcern) that we ſhould hang the great 
weight of the peace and ſatety of a whole Nation, all our hopes 
and expeRations of help and aſliſtance trom God in our greateſt 
extremities, upon the brittle pin of ſo doubttull a diſputation, as 
that which is maintained, and yet depending, between the one 
WAY and the other. For in caſe:that WAT againſt which the 
ſpirits of men. are {o generally and fiercely bent, ſhall at laſt be 
found to be the Way of God,weareall this while look'd upon from 
heaven as fighters againſt God, and {oye as good as given hoſtages 
to Qurenemies,; that wee never meait©proſper, or do any great 
thing againſt them. Whereas, if men would ut follow Gamaliels 
coundel in the Text, and refrain themſelves for a ſeaſon from lay- 
ingeither-violent hands,or:tongues upon this Way,untill God had 
either untied, of cut the knor,.till he had given ſentence againſt it, 
the donbtfulneſſe of the diſputation,need rot,would not beprejudici- 
all in the leaſt, either to our preſent proceedings, orfuture peace : 
andmendobut-make themſelves' weſe above that which is written”; 
yea, above that which 1s either Reaſoz or Faith, to think, or 
{peak otherwiſe. earetg Beth ances. 

If it be obje&ted, that Reformation ſuffers and loſeth time, be- 
cauſe that VWayis not yet hedg'd up with thornes, but men are ſuf- 
tered to walk in it. 

T anſwer, Firſt, If the Yay be one of thoſe VV ayes which call 
God Father; Reformation indeed ſuffers,and loſeth time;but not 
becauſe this way is not hedg'd up with thorns, but becauſe itis not 
laid more open, becaule itis not repaired and made more paſſable 
by the favour and countenance of men in place, whether Miniſters 
or others; that ſo the people of God, whole hearts aretowards it, 

may walk therein without tcare. 2. That 
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das That reformation (fo called) which-is the apple of-ſo-many 


eyes, and thejoy-of ſo many hearts, needs ſuffer nothing,nor loſe 
an hours time,though the Fay we _ of,be occupied in peace by 
thoſe, whole feet by the light of Gods Word and Spirit (at leaft 
as they conceive) are guided into it. For what doth the poor Flie 
ſitting on the top of the wheel to hinder the Waggoner from dri- 
ving on his way ? It the'relidue of the Nation be ſubjefted to this 
Reformation, the Nation it ſelf may be ſaid to be reformed (ac- 
,cording to ſuch a_ denomination, as this Reformation will at- 
ford). notwithſtanding ſuch a number of perſons (comparatively 
ſo inconfiderable,l mean,as touching their * number) as adhereto 
this Vay;be not concluded in it. Daring the regency of Prelaticall 
. extravagancy, there were many Non-conformiſts ; yea, ſeverall 
Congregations of people in the Land, who openly ditclaimed and 
proteſted againſt that government ; and 'yet the Nation was look'd 
upon as Epiſcopally reformed, notwithſtanding. The irregularity 
of the. mountains and valleys in the ſurface of the earth, troubles 
no-mans opinion concerning the peife& roundnefle of it, becauſe 
it is ſwallowed up into vittory bythe vaſtneſle of the-globe, - Fobz 
faith, that this,vhole world lieth in. wickedneſſ, notwithſtanding a 
remnant whowere born of God. The gJeanings of Independency 
(lo called ) will not hinder the vintage of Presbytery. 
-,.3. If a; complete Nationall Reformation be indeed the /Gar- 
land or Crown that is contended for, let but Presbytery beſtir her 
ſelf, and a&her part-withia her Juriſdiction; with. as nuch dili- 
gence,wiſdomeand faithfulneſs,as the Congregationall kay wiltun- 
dertake to'aCt hers amongſt her Proſelytes ;' and there will not be 
the leaſt occaſion to feare, but that the whole and#ittite body os 
the Nation will ſhine with the beauty and luftre of a. perte& Re- 
formation. Tf this Fay:ſhall be found tardy, or looſe, and.not to 
keep pace with her fiſterin carrying on the ware of Reforization, 
even her enemies themſelves being judges, let, her ſuffer; yea, let 
her with her children be caſt out of doors. T herefare. it is but a 
frivolous and putid {landercaſt upon her,when ſhe ischarged with 
enmity;to Reformation: But, | +5 bod pofieg 46 a Gl 
4. (And laſtly) 4 would gladly know, what, or what-manner 
_ of Reformation can reaſonably be expetted, or. hoped for,:with- 
out her. Such a Retormation, as that whereby tha "oy 
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of darknefle, Satan is reformed, when he 7s transformed into anAn- 
gel of light (as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh ) is no reformation of deſires: 
open looſeneſſe and prophanenefſe reformed into Pharaſaicall hy- 


pocrilie, brings in little to Religion. For what ſaith our Saviour of 


ſuch a Reformation as this ? Verily T ſay unto you, that Publicans and 


Harlots go before you into the Kingdome of God. If then ſuch a Refor- 


mation as this ſhonld take place;it is much to be feared, that when 
the/Genealogie of it. ſhall be fought, itwill.be found tobe of the 
houſe and linage of that Reformation, which the Soribes and Pha- 
riſees attempted in the world, when they compaſſed Sea and Land to 

one Proſelyte ; and when he was made, they made him twofald more 
# childe of hell, then he was before ; yea, then they were themſelves ; 
Or, what is the Reformation, wherein the ay wee ſpeak of, can- 
not be admitttd to have either part or fellowſhip? Will it take the 


members of an Harlot, and make them the wembers of Chriſt, whether 


either Chriſt,or ſuch members themſelves,will or no? Or will itun- 
dertake to reconcile darkneſſe with light, to ſettle a communion 
betwixt Chriſt and Belzal, totthrow down the partition wall, and 
make the Wildernefſe of the world the Garden of God,the Church 
and the world enter-commoners? Or what is the glory or great= 
neſſe of the deſign of it, that the-Congregationall#ay is counted 
unworthy to be ſo much as a ftander by, and to'behold it? Will 
it ;lift up its hand, to quaſh and cruſh, tobreak the hearts and 
bones of the one half of the moſt religiouſly affe&ted, and beſt 
conſcienced ow in the Land,for trading in Apes and Peacocks, 
for holding ſome erroneous opinions ( 5 Ak erroneoully ſo cal- 
led) as if it ſelf were the Lord of intallibilicy, and had a mon: eſſe 
errare ſettled by God, as an inheritanceupon it? I profeſle inge- 
nuouſly, that when Iputmy ſelf intoa poſture of the greateſt in- 
dulgency I am able,to conſider of the reformation ſo much ſpoken 
of,)andeven conflift with my ſpirit, to forme and caſt the poſlible 
effeAs and fruits of it to the greateſt advantage, I am not able to 
apprehend any thing dehireable likely to come of it, either in re- 
_=_ of a icivill, or religious acconmodation \unto the Nation, 

ve what might be expeCted, and that uponterms of a far more 
promiſing hope, from the other Yay which indureth ſo much 
contradiction from men. But I apparently foreſee many incon- 


veniences, and thoſe not of a light or contemptible importance 
likely 
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likely to attend it,for which no place would be found in the other 
*y.Particularly,it is to me in ſtead of all arguments and demon- 
ſtrations, that no Reformation is according to the minde of God 
andof Jeſus Chriſt, which is deſtruCtive to the edification of the 
Saints, and direWtly impeding their-growth in: grace,and in the know- 
ledge of the Lord Feſus Chriſt. And whether ſuch a Reformation ( if 
yet it be lawful ſo to call it.) which injoynes the Saints to fit uns 
der, and hold themſelves to ſuch Paſtors, with whom their hearts 
cannot cloſe in that relation with any tolerable fatisfa&tion, nor 
yet are capable of his Miniſtery,or any edification by it,be not un- 


- derthatcondemnation, TI leave to men that have not ſold then- 


ſelves under partialitie, to judge and determine. 

Tf it be ſaid, but men ſhall have libertie to chooſe what Paſtor 
they pleaſe, and to fit under what Miniſtery they defire, if they 
will but chooſe their dwellings accordingly. I anfwer: 

I. There may be( and I beleeve are) many ofa rich anoynting 
from God for the work of the Miniſtery , and much defired by a; 
conſiderable number of godly perſons, in Paſtorall relation , who 
muſt ſay their conſciences nay, to accept of a Parochiall charge. 


| In this caſe the change of a mans houſe will doe nothing towards 


the blefling of his ſoule ; if ſuch a- Reformation, as moſt mens 
thoughts run upon, ſhould be eſtabliſhed. 

2. All the dwellings within the Parochiall line, relating to the 
Paſtor that is defired, may be filÞd with Inhabitants already; and: 
ſo there is no place, or poſſibility(at leaſt for the preſent ) for him 
whoſe ſoule longeth after that Paſtor, toenjoy him :and when,or 
whether ever whileſt he liveth,the door now ſhut againſt him will 
be open, no man knoweth. 

3- Many times the ſituation and conveniency of a mans pre- 
ſent dwelling for trade, imployment, &c. is ſuch, that he cannot 


remove;but at the perill of his eſtate, and ruining himſelfe and his 


whole family. And how they, who ſhall compell men , either to 
facrifice their peace,comfort,and ſubſiſtence in this prefens world, 


- orelſe run the hazard: of loſing a ſubſiſtence in chat which is ro 
come, will anſwer it either before the righteous God, or reaſon» _ +: 


v 


able men, is above my apprehenſion. 
4- This liberty of chooſing Paſtors only by choofing houſes,is {6 
conditioned.thatit ſmiles only upon the rich, (and that but _ 
E what 
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what faintly neither)but frowns upon the poorzand ſo is partiall, 
and therefore not Chriſtian. He that harh enough of that,which 
(as Solomon laith anſwers all things,may crcbebiets able to accom- 
modate himſelf within the precin&s of what pariſh he pleaſeth, in 
int of dwelling ; as either by buying out ſome Inhabitanc, or 
- purchaſing ground, and bing upon it, or the like ; but the 
caſe of the poor ran is many times ſuch,that he cannot tell where 
to finde another hole in all the world to hide his head in, beitdes, 
that wherein it is hid already. So that this liberty of chooling a 
Paſtor,being nothng elſeif plainly interpreted,but onely a liber- 
ty of chooiing ſuch or ſuch a Pariſhdeterminately to dwell in, 
Is little better then a meer colluſion, in reſpe& of thoſe that are 
poor, and (indeed) rather an upbraiding of them with their po- 
verty, then any gratification of them with. a liberty. 7 
5. (Andlaltly) ſach a liberty as this we now ſpeak of, were it 
more valueable then it is, isno gratuity, benefit or bleſſing of that 
Reformation ſo importunely demanded and prefled forby many. 
being nothing elſe , but what was every mans permiſſion and en- 
Joyment undec the, iron rod of Epiſcopall tyranny.T amimore be- 
holding to every, man that comes neer me, for not taking away 
my lite,thenT am to any Reformation whatloever, for giving me 
liberty to chooſe my Paſtor upon iuch terms. This for anſwer in 
fall co thac undue charge againſt the Congregationall Fay,where- 
nit was. attainded of inconliftency with , and enmitic againſt 
Reformation. | | 
A ſecond objeftion levied againſt it, and all ſufferance of it,by 
thoſe that are adverſaries to it, is, that if it be permitted quietly , 
to walk up and down amongſt us, and not be {uppreſſed, it will: 
{oon make the Land unquiet;fill the Land with troubles, tunuztts, 
divi/ tons,diſtraftions;difſentions,diſconcents, confulions,jin City; 
in Countrey , in relations, in families, and where not ? To this 
alſo I anſwer. ' 
|. 1. That peremptorineſſeand height of confidence in an acculer, 
1s no figne at all of reality or truth in the accuſation. Wee krow 
(lay the Jews concerning Chriit) that this m mis a ſinner, Joh.9,24- 
And again, oh. 8. 48. Say wee not well, that thou art a Samaritans 
and haſt a Devill ? And yet for all their knowledge ,-ard confidence 
of well-peakeng,the Lord Chriſt was never the moreeicher a Smery 


or # 
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a Samaritan,or had a Devill. The Way we ſpeak of.is never the 
yi the guilt of thoſe things that are charged upon it, becauſe 
her accuſers bewray ſo little tendernefſe or helitancy in drawing 
up their charge. 
2. Nor is the tragicall drefle or pointed ſtile of an accuſation 
any demonſtrative proof ofa guilt commenſurable thercunto ; no, 


nor yet of any proportion or degree of guilt at all. Want of crime 


and aquencys either in things or perſons, which are accuſed, 
many times makes a greater noyle in the accuſation, thei a reality 
or fulneſſe of guile would do. Innocency hath begotten the rankeſt 
and fierceſt accuſations that ever were managed by the tongues or 
ns of men. Thoz loweſt all devouring words (aid David )O thou de- 
ceztfull (or,falle tongue. They that accuſe either upon knowledge 
or feare of little or no guiltin the accaſed,ſtill Jabour to:layon ac- 
cuſation enough, leſt nothing otherwiſe ſhould be beleevedi/by the 
Judge. That mount of accuſation which'is raiſed ſo high againſt 
the Yay wenow maintain, doth not at all prove that there is any 
thing in it that deſerves battery. < 
_ 3. 'Fhereis no ſubſtantiall reaſon atall can be given, why this 
IW y ſhould occaſion troubles, diviſions, diſcontents, or the like, 
above.the rate of that other Yay, which ſo much magnikies it ſelfe 
againſt it; except ( haply ) this, that it hath more of God and 
Chriſt in it, then that other : and then it is no marvell if it be 
more offenſive, and troubleſome to the world. Bat ſuppoſe both 
equally interefſed in this, I affirm and undertake to demonſtrate, 
that in the nature, frame , and conſtitution of it otherwile, itis 
every whit as gentle, ſweet, complying and accommodating, and 
no whit. more threatning or portending troubles or diſtraCtioris, 
then the other ; yea, thatin all ſuch conliderations as theſe;it hath 
the preheminence : For, | q F,20 
I. It ſeeketh not, it attempteth not the moleſtation, harm, or 
diſturbance of any ſort of men that are. contrary-minded to it; it 
thinketh no evill, it ſpeaketh no evill of ſuch : if it conceives them 
upright and faithfull with God and. Jefus Chriſt, it imbraceth 
them with all love,tenderneſſe and honour, as partakers of like pre- 
cious faith with itſelf; and nothing doubts,but that they ſerveand 
worſhip God with as much ſincerity and finglenefle of heart, and 
are accordingly accepted by him bn their Yay, as ic felfe. , -- -+ 
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2. If God ſhould pleaſe togive it favour in theeyes,and intereſt 
in the hearts of the powers of this world, it thinks it very un- 
Chriſtian and unworthy,toarme it ſelfe with this intereſt,to fight 
againſt the peace of the conſciences of other men: If any of this 
Iſay have miſcarried in any of theſe particulars, they have done ir 
as men,and not as children of this ay;the principles of their Way 
taught them better cy And why, or how a Way, baptized in- 
rono worſe, or harder ſpirit then this,ſhould come to be arraign- 
ed, as a troubler of State, or ſtrife-maker, a difſention-breeder 
amongſt men, except it be by a ſpirit of contention and ftrife in- 
deed.is to me a thing incomprehenſible. Nevertheleſle,it is no new 
ching,that both thEwayes and ſervants of God ſhould be charged 
with ſuch crimes and demerits,not onely whereof they are wholl 
innocent and free, but which have a ſpeciall contrariety to ſome 
| ſuch grace or vertue, wherein they have a remarkable and choice 
preheminence above others. Thus Foſeph , the great mirrour of 
chaſtity, was accuſed of Adultery, Gen. 39. Moſes, the meckeſt 
man upon earth, of ambition, and ſelf-afluming, Nrymb. 16. E1ijah 
of being the troubler of Trae; 1 King. 18. who was the Chariot 
and Horſe-men of 1fae!, to defend it, 2 Kzzg. 2. The Lord Chriſt 
himſelfe , #7 whom the God-head dwelt bodily, of having a Devill, 
Job. 8. and ſo of being an enemy unto Ceſar , when as it was,. and 
is he, by whom Kings reign; with many the like. Therefore how- 
ever'it may ſeem ſtrange that a Way of God, which is eminenly 
ſet, ſtrongly bent, and (in a manner) every wayes calculated for 
peace, ſhould ſuffer in the tongues and&thoughts of men as a di- 
ſtucber of States, and ſower of difſentions amongſt men, yet is 
there nothing in this, butwhat hath been'ated, and that over 
and over upon the Theatre of the world formerly. 

If it be here replied and faid ; Yea, but experience riſeth up, 
and confirms the truth of that accuſation and charge againſt the 
I ay you ſpeak of, which you would wipe off; this ſhews and 
proves againſt all deniall and exception, that where your Wy is 
entertained, Congregations are torn, families rent, relations di- 
ſtanced and divided, &c. 

I anſwer,fr{t,that Ariſtozle long fince obſerved;that pera'1770,u9 

Ste TiTo,was a very frequent Paralogiſme or miſtake amongſt men, 
nothing is more ordinary then for men to range conſequents and 


effects 
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effefs under one & the ſame notion, eſpecially where the'diſpro+ 
portion of cauſality is not very notorious and broad. A man'in 
reaſon can hardly think, that any man, compos mentzs, ( as we uſe 
to ſay ) ſhould be ſo deteftive or weak in his intelleCtualls, as to 
think that the building of Tendertorz Steeple , ſhould be the cauſe 
of Goodwins Sands, only becauſe theſe ſands were never known to 

| be before the building of that Steeple ; yet old MF. Latimer relates 
the Story in one of. his Sermons, and improves it to very good 

purpoſe : By ſuch a form of arguing as this, Judas his betraying 

his Maſter,ſhould have been the effeCt of the womans powring out 

that box of oyntment upon his had , mentioned at. 26.7. For he 

never betrayed: him untill this oyntment was powred out upon 

him; and immediately after, he did. The ay we ſpeak of, is ne- 

ver the more any. cauſe of troubles, difſentions, or divifions, be- 

cauſe troubles, diſſentions and divifions, many times follow upon 

the embracement and entertainment of it. 

2. It troubles or diviſions were the proper effe&ts of this Way, 
then the more, and more generally it were taken up and praiſed 
in a familic, Citie, or Countrey, the more troubles.and diviſions 
there would be. EffeRs are ftillfound in proportion totheir cau- 


{es, where nothing interpoſeth to hinder it. But where it is gene- * 


rally afſented and ſubmitted unto, whether in families, relations, 
. or;otherwile, there is as much unitic, love, and peace, (as touch- 
ing matter of government _) aswhere Presbyterie hath'its: higheſt 
throne. Therefore the reaſon why troubles and diviſions fome- 
times accompany it, is not becauſe it is intertained, but becaulc ir 
is not intertained ſufficiently, or with that generalitie of conſent, 
which. is defireable. 

3» When troubles and diviſions are occaſioned in relations, 
families, Congregations, &c. by the meeting together of two op- 
polite wayes, why ſhould the one way be ſtill burthened and char- 
ged with the occalion of ſuch troubles , and the other acquitted, 
there being no ground or reaſon at all, why either. that which is 
acquitted , ſhould be judged more innocent ; or. that which is 


charged, more obnoxious or peccant, in this kind. Nay, ' 


4+ If matters were duly and fairely examined between the two ' 


Combatants in this caſe, the Way we plead for, would be found 
via lattea, the candid, harmleſle,and- peaccableway and her.cor-. 
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rivall or competitreſſe,via ſanguinea, the trouble and ſtrife-making 
way. Onely by pride( ſaith Solomon )) cometh contention. Surely that 
way which commandeth homage and ſubjeCtion unto her from 
all her fellowes, and threatens to breake them all in pieces like # 
potters veſſel! with a rod of iron, if they will notbow, and deny 
themiclves for her lake, is the way of pride, and fo of contentiong 
C according to Solomons Logique |) not that which is gentle, and 
eaſe ta be entreated by all others, claiming no ſaperioritie or Ju- 
riſdiction over any. It there be any claſhing or unkindneſſe be- 
tween the two: wayes, Independency (lo called.) and Presbyterie, 
when they meet together, either in a relation;familie, &c. the very 
complexion of the latter bewrayes that to be ſtill the foundrefle of 
the quarrell. To me it isa wonder of the firſt magnitude, how 
men come to have ſo much ground of hope as to ſet their foot up* 


on of compoſing differences and diſtrattions, of ſetling peace and 


love throughout the Nation, by exalting one way of Diſcipline;of 
Church-Government, for the treading downe and angling un- 
der foot all others. If Ephraim be againſt M.maſſeh, is it any wayes' 
like but that J£afeb will be againſt Ephraim * And God himlelfe 
prophecying of Iſmael, told his mother, that he wonld'be 2 wild 
man:and that his hand ſhould be againſt every man;and every mans hand 
againſt bim. Undoubtedly that way, whoſe hand ſhall be againſt 
every way, will find thatthe hand of every way will be again it: 
and then-what manner of peace canreaſonably be expeCfted under 
the predominancy of ſuch a way ? That way which ſhall be able 
to ot-reaſon, not that which ſhall 0e#-chebbe all other wayes, will 
at laſt exalt unitie,and be it ſelfe exalted by gathering in all other 
wayes unto it. Solomon tells ns, that all that is zaker: in hunting, is 
not alwayes roaſted ; and that an inheritance may.be haſtily gotten, 
and yet the end thereof not be bleſſed : and the Prophet Habakbrh de- 
nounceth a-woe againſt him that ſhall bxild a towne with bloxd. Bur, 

5. I would gladly know what the plaintiffe in the obje&ion 
means, by diftra&tions,rents, divi{tons;in relations,families, Con- 
gregations, &c. It he means onely this, that the father goes to 
heare one Miniſter in one place, and the ſon another Miniſter, in 
anOther,and that ſome within the ſame parochiall line goeto this 
Miniſter, orare members of this Church, others to another Mini- 
ſer, and are members of another Church, and the like, &c.-I an- 


{wer, 
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fyer,Thatin this caſe, Iknow no more occaſion, (at leaſt no more 
neceſſitic)of any diſtra&ion, rent, or divilion, then when the ta- 
ther being free of one Company, as ſuppoſe of Merchant-taylors, 
ſhall till upon occaſion of the meeting ef this Company , repaire 
to the hall belonging to it ; and the ſon being free of another, as 

rhaps of the company of Grocers, ſhall upon the like occaiion 
repaire to the hall appertaining to them. Who knows not that the 
members of all the ſeverall Companies in London,dwell icattering- 
ly and promiſcuouſly up and downe the Citie , with the greatett 
irregularitic of intermixtuare that lightly can be, and without any 
obſervation of their relations to their reſpeCtive Companies, ſun- 
dry members of twenty ſeverall Companies (it may be) inhabiting 
within one and the ſame pariſh; and yet without any complaint 
or inconvenience of rents, diſtractions, or diviſions ? Or if by rents, 
difthatiions, and diviſions, he means diſtances or alienations in at- 
fetions; nor can theſe with any face of reaſon be charged upon 
that way ,' whole cauſe we plead ; becauſe ic is' a maine principle 
and maxime in this 4y, to hold terms of love and Chriſtian cor- 
refpondence, with all perions of what judgement ſoever in point 
of Government, if they be godly, as well as with her owne chil- 
dren ( as hath in effet been argued formerly.) But in this caſe the 
Roman proverb(ic ſeems) muſt be verified ; Amilins fecit, pletti- 
tr Rutilins. Or 3. (and laſtly ) it by rents, diſtraFims, ec. he 
means,the ſhaking or troubling of mens judgements, railing doubts 
or ſcruples in mens conſciences concerning the way they went 
peaceably in before : I anſwer, 1. Thatif they were built upon 
{ure and cleere foundations in their former way, there is not the 
leaſt ground or reaſon why they ſhould be troubled or ſhaken in 


- their judgements; becauſe they fee another way ated and praftiſed 


by others: 'or 2. if they were but at peradventure in'their former 
way,and it was not the knowledge, but the ignorance of the truth, 
'that both put chem into it,and kept them in it, they have no cauſe 


'roconplaine of being awakened out of o {infill and 4:ngerous a 


fleep, though'it were neyer fo feet and pleaſing ro them: Bur, 
- 6.” (and laftly ) Suppoſe thar ll which the ob/\e&ion thargerh 


"upon the waywe ſpeake tor; be granted tortrith , that where this 


W iy comes and is enter} 4) ned ;Conpregations are toe, families rent, wt= 
lations diftanced, &c. Yct this maketh nuuch more for it, thena- 
gainſt 


__ 
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ainſt it ; becauſe ſuch figures and charaGers as theſe , are the 
| mig impreſſions of the Goſpel upon the world,where it comes 
in power,and is entertained in truth.Thinke yee (faith our Saviour) 
that Tam come to give peace on earth ? I tell you, nay, but rather debate. 
For from henceforth there ſball be five in one houſe divided , three againſt 
299, und two againſt three. The father ſhall be divided againſt the ſon, 
and the ſon againſt the father : the mother againſt the daughter, and the 
daughter againſt the mother ; the mother in law againſt ber daughter in 


law, and the daughter in law againſt her mother in law. Nor isit to be 


conceived that thele dzviſions in relations and families, foretold by 
Chrift, as the common and ordinary effe&s and conſequents of 
the Goſpel ( for in different reſpe&s they may beeither ) are to 
be limited onely to ſuch either relations or families, wherein the 
ground or occaſion of the diviſion ſhould be , the receiving of the 
Goſpel in the maine truth and ſubſtance of it by the one partie, 
the other partie abſolutely rejefting it , as if they were onely to 
take place in ſuch caſes as this;but they are to be extended to ſuch 
both families and relations alſo, where ſome particular and ſpe- 
ciall points or truths of the Goſpel are intertained by one partie, 
and reje&ted by another, though both agree as well in the beliete, 
asin the Profeſſion of the Goſpel in the generall. Experience ſhews 
that rents & diviſions take place in both,as well, yea,and that with 
as much heat and diſtemperof affe&ion, in the latter caſe and up- 
on the latter occaſion, as in the former. Now if the queſtion in 
this latter caſebe, Whether the occaſion of the diviſion be rather 
to be imputed to the truth held and praCtiſed by the one partie, 
or tothe error held and pratiſed in oppoſition to the truth, by 
the other : The anſweris, that where all were before bound up in 
unitic and peace; by a common band of error , there the avs x 
of the diviiion mult needs be imputed unto the truth comming a- 
mongit them. Therefore were it granted , that the way ſo much 
conteſted againſt, did indeed occaſion, rents,d:wiſtons, arſtr aftions, 
in relations, in families, in Congregations where it comes, this 
would rather tzrne zeto it. for a teſtimony, and aflert its originall 
from God, then otherwiſe : The Goſpel it, ſelfe works no other- 
wiſe then thus, where it is preached and intertained. And as Ari- 
flotle ſuppoleth, that in caſe any piece or fragment were broken 
off from the maine body of the Heavens, it would move circular- 


ly, 
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ly, according tothe naturall motion of the maine body ; in like 
manner any particular opinion or praiſe which moves, acts, 
and works, according to the manner and tenor of that motion, 
ating, and working, which are genuine and proper to the Go« 
ſpe], is ſo much the more likely to be a parcell or branch of the 
Goſpel : but however, ſucha moving, ating, and working as 
this, can with no ſemblance or colour of reaſon, be drawn into 
any contrary interpretation, or be made an argument of the non- 
conformitic of itunto the truth. 

A third objeCtion againftthat way whole condemnation out- 

runs her triall day and way,in the world, is; that it opens adoore 
to all errors, herefies, and unſeund opinions, yea to all looſe- 
neſſe and prophaneneſſe, and conſequently it cannot but be 2 
ching difpleating unto God, and fo prejudicnll to the peace and 
fafette of the Nation, if it ſhould be tolerated, or praftiſed a- 
mongft us, Butto theſe things alſo full and clear anſwers are 
not wanting. For, 
'--Firſt;it being certain that error cannot be healed or ſuppreſſed 
bur by che manifeftation of the truth, as darknefſe cannot be de- 
iroyed or removed but by the ſhining of the light z. that way 
which affords the greateſt advantages and the beſt incourage- 
ments unto men, both for the Grching out, and bringing forth 
inco light the truth being found, muſt needs be fo farre from 
opening doores unto errors, hereſpes, unſound opinions, 8c. that it 
ſteers the moft advantagious and hopefull courſe that lightly 
can be taken, for the eviting,and conſequently for the ſuppreſ- 
fion of them. I need not adde, that it is the congregationall 
way (and this onely amongſt all its fellows) that rejoyceth in 
the method of this warfare and advance, again thoſe enemles 
of God, and Religion, errors and hereſics, And, 

Secondly,for the way fir-named Presbyterian,which conjures 
all mens. gifts, parts, and induſtrie into a ſynodicall circle, and 
ſuffers them onely to dance there, as it may poſlibly ſhut rhe 
doores againſt ſomeerrors andherefies, which were not like to 
ſtay long, in caſe they ſhould enter under the other way ; ſoit is 
| inevery whit as much poſlibilitie and danger, of ſhurting the 
# doore upon, and compelling fuch errors. and herefies as areal- 
& readie gotten in, andorherwiſe have amindto-be gone, to oy 
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by it ,and ſo to infeſt and annoy the truth, and peace of the 
Churches of Chriſt, againſt their wils. Bur, 

Thirdly, I would gladly learn of the ſons of this objeion, 
how, which way, or in what reſpe& the way ſo much objected 
againſt, commits this folly-deed of opening a doore unto errors 
and her.fies, CertainT am, firſt, that this way hates borh the 
one and the other with as perfe& an batred, as her competitreſſe 
doth. Secondly, I fully beleeve , that this way is as diligent, 
faithfull, and induſtrious to ſlay theſe enemies of Chriſt by rhe 
ſword of the Spirit, ( which is in ſpeciall manner conſecrated for 
ſuch executions) as the other way. Thirdly, if the error bedan- 
gerous, amounting tn, or neer an hereſie, after rwo or three ad- 

monitions (that is,according to her warrant from Heaven ) ſhe 

caſts it out of the line of her communication, unto him who 

caſt jr in(T mean,Satan,) If to hate errors and hereſtes, ro preach 
-with all diligenceand faithfulnefſe againſt errors and herefies, 
to excommunicate errors and hereſies, be to opena doore unto 
error and herefies, then muſt the adverſaries of the wuywheneof 
welſpeak, be juſtified inthetr accuſation of her :: otherwiſe they 
ſpeakat the utmolt perill of their reputations ,'whcn they lay 
ſuch things to her charge, 

If it be here replyed and aid; Yea, but all this notwirhſtand- 
ing, the w:y you plead for,is but feeble-handed, for the ſuppreſ- 
fion of errors and herefies; becauſe theſe, though hared,preac h'd 
againſt, and caſt out of the Church by excommunication, may 
yet liveand gather head again in the world, except error and 
errant be furtherreſtrainedby a ſecular hand , and herefie ;and 
hererique pur to filence together in the grave. And this, which 
is the moſt, if not the onely effefuall means to preſerve the 
wheat from thoſe rares, the way of your defires exerciſerh not, 
nor yet approveth., 

I anſwer: firſt, we preſume that Priſons and Swords are. no 
Charch-officers, nor any appurtenances to any Eccleſiaſtique au- 
thority in what form of Government ſoever. 

Secondly, we ſuppoſethat the Lord Chriſt fo far tendered the 
ſpirituall ſafety and peace of his Charches, as to leave them ſuf- 
ficiencly furniſhed, and every wayes appointed with internall 
proviſions, for the effeuall procurement and —— of | 
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them, without any concurrence of any heterogeneall or cxter- 
nall-power, Elpecially conſidering, that he fore-ſaw, that theſe 
Churches of his, for the ſpace of three hundred yeers together, 
and ſomewhat more (during whichrermehe knew likewiſe thar 
they would continue 1n their greateſt puritie, and perfeRion of 
love and loyaltie rowards him ) were not like to have any ac- 
commodationat all in this kind from any ſecularor civill power. 

Thirdly,though the Churches of Chriſt, during this period of 
time wherein they had no comportance with any ſecular arm for 
their preſervation either in this or any other kind, were not 
wholly free from errors and hereſies, yet did they quit and defend 
themſelves againſt the danger ſpreading and troubleſomeneſſe 
of them upon better terms, and with farre better ſucceſſe, then 
they were able to do afterwards, when they had an arme of fleſh 
and a ſword in it, to aſſiſt them, Note this. 

Fourthly, if perſons delivered up unto Satan by the Church, 
whetherfor Error, Hereſfie, or other crime, were preſently to be 
cut off by the ſecular Sword, all opportunitie for the effe&uall 
and ſaving work of that ordinance of Chriſt upon the perſons ſo 
delivered up, wouldbe cut off alſo. The Apoſtle, n (orinth,s 5. 
exprefly affirms the end of Excommunication or — up 
unto Satan, to be the deſtruion of the fleſh, that the ſpirit may be ſa- 
' wed inthe day of the Lord Feſis, And1 Tim, 1, 20. he faith, that 
he had delivered Hymeneus and Alexander wnto Satan , that they 
might learn not to blaſpheme, Now as naturall medicines and phy-. 
ficall receits, muſt have a time to work, before they can in an or- 
dinarie courſe of providence producetheir moſt proper and de- 
fired effe&s, in like manner the ordinances and means which the 
Lord Chriſt hath graciouſly appointed for the everlaſting falva- 
tion of the precious ſouls of men, muſt, according to the nature 
and condition of their reſpeRive workings, and the tenor of 
Gods providence obſerved for the time of his falling in with 
them to make them effeRuall, have their full and juſt allowance 
of time given andpermitced unto them, to work upon men effe- 
Aually. And whoſoever ſhall limit or ftraiten the providence 
of God, in this kind, by any haſty or violent raking away a foul 
from under the influence and working of any ordinance of 
Chriſt appointed for his ſalyation, before the blefſed work of 
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Repenrance be accompliſhed in him, will be arraigned before 
thetribunall of the living God, as acceffarie to the blood of that 
ſoul, excepthe can ſhew a better warrant from God for ſuch an 
ation, then I know any. And God himſelf having no where 
preſcribed or limited any determinate or ſet time, within 
which he intends to make the ſentence of Excommunication 
after the paſſing of it by che Church, effeA&uall to the ſaving of 
the ſou], or otherwiſe never todo it, I conceive ic can be no 
lefſe then ana of high preſumption in any man to undertake 
any ſuch preſcription or limitation. AsGod by the voice of the 
Goſpel cal!s ſome atthe third and fixth houre; ſo he cals others 
at theninth, and ſome at the eleventh houre: and why may he 
not work ſavingly, by the ſentence of Excommunication with 
as much libertie, and difference in refpe& of time? And this ſen- 
rence being the laſt and utmoſt means which Gol is like to af- 
ford a poore hardened, imp2nitent ſoul for the eternall peace 
and ſalvation of ir, how can it bur be conceived an a& moſt un- 
worthy of Chriſtian bowels, to cut him off from this alſo, whilſt 
God ispleaſed ro ſpare him 2 Ific be here objeed and ſaid, Bue 
if an hzrerique be faffered to live, he is in danger of infeCting 
others, and deftroying them eternally. I anſiver ; firft, ſo is a 
drunkard, a fornicatour, a ſwearer, a covetous perſon, with, the 
like; thelives of all theſe kinds of finners are 0 angerous 2 
confeq 2ence in reſpeR of infefting , yea and of deftroyi e 
ſculs of others, as the life of an hererique is: an 1 yet no man (I 
preſume) judgeth this a ſuffcienc ground why fuch men ſhould 
be puniſhed with death. Secondly, as for thoſe that are within 
the Church, they are not capable of any communion or com- 
merce with an Heretique that is caſt our by Excommunication, 
and ſoare not in danger of being infe&ted by him : and for thoſe 
thatare without, theſe are infe&ed already with a diſcale every 
whit as mortall, as any herefie, I mean unbelief. So that infe- 
Aion with hereſic, will not much impaire'the eftates or condi- 
tions of theſe. Thirdly, (and laftly) the truth is, char an Here- 
tique being dead (efpecially if puniſhed with dearh tor his opi- 
nion fake) ſpeaketh in his ſurviving herefie with every whir as 
much authoritie, and conflignenc with every whit as mach 
danger of infeRing others therewith, as he could do if he were 
alive, ifnot with more, And fo, —- Fifthly, 
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Fifthly, (and laftly ) concerning other civill means for the 
ſuppreſſion and reſtraint of thoſe ſpiricnall evils, errors, here- 
fies, &c. as impriſonment, baniſhmene , interdifions , finings, 
&c. both reaſon and experience concurre in this demonſtration, 
that ſuch fetrers as theſe pur vpon the feet of errors and herefies 
to ſecure and keep then under, ſtill have prov'd (and are liketo 
proveno other, bur) wings whereby they raiſe themſelves the 
higher in the thoughts and minds of men, and gain an opportu- 
nitie of a further and ranker propagation of themſelves in the 
world. It was anobſervation of T aciiz« long fince, that pmnirts 
ingeniis gliſcit anthoritas , To puniſh men of parts and wit, is to 
caſt a ſpirir of Authoritie uponthem, and to make their reputa- 
tion glowe, Men of ordinarie capacitie, and vulgar apprehen- 
fion,are and ever will be inclinable to think, that men of wil- 
dome and worth will never expoſe themſelves to ſufferings, but 
for that which is weightie, and which hath more 1n it, then every 
man feeth. And beſides, men of better breed, may ecafily be 
ſwayed by ſucha principle as this, that wiſe men, whileſt they 
have the advantage and odds of their adverſaries in reaſoz , will 
never renounce or diſclaim this ſo honourable an advantage by 
calling inthe more jgnoble aſſiſtance of hornand hoof to their 
aid. It is true, when Chriſt was hand!ed with this rough hand 
we ſpeakof, that piece of prophecte was verified; 7 will [mite 
the Shepberd, and the ſheep ſhall be [catter?d , bur ordinarily 'the 
ſmiting of the Shepherd or head of any S=R or error, 15 the ga» 
thering together, yea the multiplicacion and increaſe, 'of his 
ſheep. Bur | 

Fourthly (tothe main objeQion laſt propocunded ) whereas 
the innocent way is condemned as opening a dooreto all loofe- 
nefſe and prophanenefle, ſhe may juſtly rake up D2vidsr comes 
plainr, and fay, Crnel witneſſes did riſe up: they laid to my charge 
things that I knew not, Pal. 35.11. Thevery truth is, that this- 
way, above all her fellows, is ſo farre from holding any intelli- 
gence or correſpondence with looſeneffe and prophanenefſe, that 
her faceis ſer toadvance righteouſheſſe and true holineffe in all 
her quarters. Her heazt runs parallel with Davids heart in 
thoſe his meditations and vows, P/zl. 101. 3, 4.&c. 7 will fee 
wa wicked thing before mine eyes : Thate the work of thems that tmern 
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aſide : it ſhall not cleave to me. 1 will not know a wicked perſon, Who 
ſo-privily ſlanderetb' bis neighbour, him will 1 cut off : him that hath 
an bszh-looke, and a prond beart, will I not ſuffer. Mine eyes ſhall be 
pon the faithfull of the land, that tbey may dwell with me ; be thas 
walketh ina perfett way, ſhall ſerve me, He that worketh acceit, hall 
not dwell within my bouſe : be that telleth lies ſhall not tarrie in my 
fegbt. 4 will early deſtroy all the wicked of the land : that T may cat 
off all wicked doers from the Citie of the Lord, This is ſuch a 
draught and copie of Reformation as the ay we ſpeak of ( mu. 
tatis mutandis) emulates , and aſpires unto. If David in thoſe 
reſolutions and praiſes mentioned, opened a doore to looſe. 
neſſe and prophanenefle, then cannor ſhe excuſe her ſelfe from 
partand fellowſhip withhim, in thar fin, h 

It ic be replyed and faid; but this way taketh care for none in 
point ofholinefſe, but her own : ſhe ſuffereth all the world a« 
bout her to /ze #n witkedneſſe, and to ſleep in death, without look- 
ing after them, or taking any piue or compaſſion on them. To 
this alſo we anſwer in one word : 

That ſhe doth as tenderly, as affettionately deſire and pray 
for, yea and with as much diligence and faithfulneſſe, yea and 
prudence of endeyour otherwiſe , and lik-lihood of ſucceſle, 
attemprs and ſeeks the ſalvation of thoſe that fit indarknefle, 
and in the ſhadow of death, as any other way can do, It is true, 
ſhe doth nor judge it any wayes conducing towards the quick- 
ning of thoſe that aredead in fins and treſpa ſes, to put them into 
a conceit that they are living ſtones ( whileſt they are yet dead ) 
by putring theminto the building of the ſp5riruall remple of God : 
ſhe knows no ſuch merhod or means of converting fouls unto 


1 Cer,'1. 29. God, as this. Nor doth ſhce willingly ſuffer. any 'man to eat and 


drink dammation unto himſelf, tofurther him in his ſalvation. Nor 
doth ſhe make faith of apparent unbeliefin parents,by baptizing 
their children, as any wayes accommodating the ſouls either of 
the one, cr ofthe other, Therefore if ſhee declines ſuch things 
as theſe, it cannot be argued from hence ( except either jgno- 
rance,or a worſe Logician, makes the ſyllogiſme ) that therefore 
ſhe negle&s or caſts offall care offeeking the ſalvation of others; 
but onely this, that ſhe thinks it no point either of wiſdome or 
charitie tv expoſe her ſelfe to the diſpleaſure of God, by doing 
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that, which is motelike toexpoſe others alſo tothe ſame ſtroke, 
then any wayes to comfort orrelieve them, But whatſoever ſhe 
canreaſonably conceive orjudge to be a means any wayes likely 
to ſave 2 {oul from deatb, to rranflate'men- from darkneſſe unto life, 
ſhe girds her ſelf to miniſter anto the world both farre arid'neer, 
in every ſuch thing : She cordially prayes for the conyerfion'of 
theunconverced, ſhe mourns over them, ſhe cauſes ber light to. 
ſhine be fure them, ſhe bears their burthens, ſhe intreats them gent- 
ly, ſhe feeds their hungry, and cloatheth their naked ( as ſhe is 
able) ſhe recompenceth evill-for evillunto none of them , with 
all ſnchexemplarities of life and converſation, whichare fan- 
Aified, and appointed by God for the winning of thoſe without the 
Word, who refuſe to obey it, 1 Pct. 3+ 1. Andbeſides all this, (that 
whichis the firſt-born means of converſion ) ſhe preacherh the 
Goſpel with as much diligence, and faithtulnefſe, and'power, 
and with as much libertie and freedomeunto all to partake with 
her. in this her miniſtration, as any other way whatſoever: yea, 
As readie and forward ſhe 1s as any other, ro contribute her pro« 
-portion to the full, 'whether in counſel], purſe, or otherwiſe, 
, = the ſurniſhing of all checandleſticksin the land with burning 
and ſhining lights, I mean for the erecting and ſertingup afaith- 
+ full preaching Miviſtery throughout the Landy yea if it were 
; ; poſſible, throughout the whole world, Therefore | 
- Fifthly, (and laſtly, to the main objeftion) whereas*this way 
with thepermiſlion and ſufferance of ir, is-burthened"with this 
| jealouſic and fear, that it is ſo highly diſpleafinganto God, that 
he is nor like to turnin mercie unto the Nation, untittf it be #& 
moved, and all the fa&.rs for it taken away; I anſfiver. | 
Firſt, thatchis-jealoufie and-fear:is'of the ſame inſpiration; 
with that wherewich R:4/>3keb of :old\, fought'ro poſſeſſe the 
heart of the good King Hezekzab and the inhabirants- of Jeraſa- 
lem, that ſo upon the diſcouragement rhey might be the wore . 
wiiling to compound for their City.” But sf tho ſay tome;nerritft Ia, 36, 7x. 
in the Lord our God; ts #t not he whoſe high places; and whoſe altars | : 
Hez:kiah bath taken away, and ſaid'to Fudab and Feruſalem; ye ſhall 
| worſhip before this altar * That which Hezekzah had done (in de- 
ſtroying Idolatry ) with great acceptation in the {ſight of God; 
and which conſequently was in it {elf a pledge and confirmation =: 
unto. > 
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pnto him and his people thatGod was and would be with them 
eo ſave them and their Cirie out of Rabfaakebs band, this doth 
this deeeived ambirious man contrive into an argument of jea= 
loaſie and fear unto them, that God was offended wich them; 
and ſo repreſenrs their bope and confiaevce, in the ſhape of &sffidenoe 
and deep di/conragement unto them. He that perſwaded the wo- 
man, that God knew how that i the day wherein they ſhould eat of 
the tree in the middeſt of the garden, their eyes ſhould be apened, and 
they be like gexs, &c. hath ( it ſeems) poſſeſt many amongft us 
with this ſemblable apprebenfion, that from the day wherein 
they ſhall deſtroy thatway we ſpeak of out of the Land, and ſup- 
prelſeall thoſe thatwalk init, God will be gracious anto them, 
and remember their iniquities no more; as if to facrifice rhe chil- 
dren inthe Fathers fight, were the onely means of making a- 
tonement With him. But 
Secondly, how doth this carrie any ſhew or ſhadow of rea- 
fon or truthin ir, that God ſhould turn away his face from a 
State or Nation, for not hating his people, or for refufing toper- 
ſecute his anointed ones? God ſomerimes laid, T hat N ationwhoms 
they ſhall ſerue, T will indge. Gen. 1 5. 14+ Ishis mind fo far altered 
in this point, rhatnow he ſhould fay , the Nation who ſpall give 
them libertie, 1 will indge ? The generall rule of reſtraint which 
God hath charged upon States, Kingdoms, and Nations, is this: 
T ouch not mine anointed, and domy Prophets no harms: and hath he 
any where made 1»dependencie ( fo called) an exception from 
this rule ? or hath heany where made Presbyterie a diſtinguiſh- 
ing charaRter of ſuch of his anointed ones, who muſt not be 
to#cb'd, from others of them, who may be cruſh'd, and whoſe 
bones my be broken ? Surely cirgumeiſton and uncireumeci ſion differ- 
ed.as much, as Presbyteric and Independencie can do : yet the 
Apoſtle tels us, Gal. 6, 15. that ir: Jeſs Chriſt neither circumeifion 
availeth any thing, nor circumciſion, but anew creature. Tf Inde- 
pendents be ew creatures, and born of God, their Brethren need 


not fear any diſpleaſure oxanger from their Father, for ſuffer; 


them to. dwell in peace bythem in the ſame Land but have cau 
to rejoyce in ſich rheir neighbourhood and ſocietie, as being 
pillars of the. ſame ſtrength with themſelves, ro ſapport the 
Stateand;Nation wherein they. dwell. Bur - 4 
: Thirdly, 
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- Thirdly, ( and laſtly) when mens table becomes 2 fears awnto them, Pal. 69, x2. 
xd their welfare « trap, itis aſigne that God is about to bow down. ver, 25. 


their backs, if not to make their hab5tations deſolate. When the Jews. 
n to reaſon after this manner, (and to'a& accordingly.) If 
we let bimthus alone, all mex will beleeve on bim : and then the Ro- 


manes ſhall come, and take my both our place and nation; it wasa Joh, rx, 48. 


prefage, that the Romaner indeed would come, and rake away both: 
which they didnot:many yeers after, ſake the beart of this people 
fat (fairh the Lord by his Prophet, concerning the ſame people) 


and make their eares heavie, and ſhnt their eyer, leſt they ſee with their jc, g, ;,, 
 _ eyes, and hear with their eares, andunderſtand with their heart, and 


convert, and be healed. T fay no moreinthis, but onely pray with 
all mine heart, & with all my ſoul, that the people of chis King- 
dom, may./ee wth their eyes, and bear with 6 8. eares, and under- 
ftand with their hearts,that they may convert,c+ be healed,The Hea-« 
thens were wont to ſay, Jupiter, quos vault perdere,dementat. 
Another obje&ion leavied againſt the Wy. is this : If this 
way be let alone, and ſuffered to take place, it will ſtill under- 
minethe credit and comfort of many worthy and conſcientious 
Miniſters in the land. For as faſt as they, through thebleſfling of 
Godupontheir faithfull labonrs in the work of the Miniſtery, 
ſhall convert ſouls unto God; this Yay will allure them away 
from them untoir ſelf; whereby theirhand muſt needs be enfec- 
bled and diſcouragedto their work. Butto this alſo Tanſwer. 


+ ._ Firſt, that if that way of Government and worſhip, wherein 


thoſe good Miniſters ſhall walk , who are ſuppoſed ro convert 
people unto God, be indeed and in truth the wayof God, there 
islittle groundor cauſe of fear, that, any other way ſhould ſe- 
parate between them and their converted ones. Forfirſt, the ve- 


rie grace of cotverfion, being diſpenſed unto-theſe-by their 


hand; isa greatand folemne ingagementupon them, tolove and 
honour themabove others. Secondly, the yore being dearly 
loy'd, and highly honour'd, gives credic and intereſt bothin the 
j ents and affeftions of thoſe who:doſolove and honour, 
till his. marters,ds well-of opinionas praftiſe;at-lealt, is com» 


j | pleatarniour of proof againſt any prejudice in'reſpet of 'ci-: | 


men and women-are converted unro G 
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Pfal. 52, 9. 


AR. 20,35. 
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. would beuncoothers. 'Fortt 
ors #« Chriſt, ( faith he ) yet haveiye no! many F atbers + for ir Ch:if 


hadbefore: fo treechere i more canſs for Miniifiers to fear the 


_ withdrawing of cheir people trom them. before their conver. 


fion, then after, in caſe the- way of worſhip and govermmear 
which they imbrace, be of God. For in this eaſe and 1ſappoti- 
tion, unconverted ones have no itiward ſutablenefſe of foul, to 
incline them to: love or delight in «is way, and conſequently 
their hearts muſt.necdsfic loole (if chey ſtand norin oppotition) 
to it; but thoſe that are. converted, are/baptizedinto ſuch aſpie 
ric, which isapt co comport and correſpand wirhit. Again, 
Secondly, if che hearts of. men and women upon their con» 
verſion unto God, are ſo generally found ( for otherwiſe there 
is no place for the jealoufic, which is rhe ground of the gbje&i. 
en )co ſtandin propenſion ro: this zy27, is nor this an argument, 
ifnot demonſtrative,'yec of a very high importance to evince, 
that this way is &f a truch rhe #.y of God ? 7 willwait on thy 
Name (faith D avid) for it as good before thy Saints z or, becauſe thy 
Saints like i: well (as another tranſlacion reads.) So that this great 
Prophet and King' thoaghr:the generall approbation and con» 
currence of the Saints, ſafficienrly afſertive of the acceptablenes 
of a way or pratiſe, in thefight of God.. . 15355 
Third'y, thoſe Minifters who have the fpirit of this glory caſt 
upon them by God, to begee ſons and daughters unto him 
et:c Goſpel, havenocaule toenvicthe line and meaſure of 
who receive them from: theirihand;; upon fach rerms, That 
which our. Saviour ſpake in anoth”r caſe, js every whit as conſj- 
derablyrrue'in this: viz. that 5r « a wore bl:ſſed\ thing to givs, then 
torecezve : And the Apoſtle Pani makes no other account, bur 
thachis relation ofa ſpirituall Father anto the Corinrhs; his be- 
cing of chemby:theGoſpel, wasmnch more honvurableunto 
im, thenthe re{ation of an Inſtrufor, or buiſder up, was, or 
boggh yarn bave ten tipuſand Inſtrult- 


Feſws 1 have begotten you through the Goſpel, And <lc-where he 
countsit amaſter-picceinfhe ipiritual{building eo tay thefoun« 


dation, eLccoraing tothe of God which is given 0 mc; ava wiſy © 
maſter- builder Thave Liid the furndation, and anorber buildetb theres. 

- ow. So then, planting being more Apoſtolicali rhen watrering(i 
Was Park that planred,'and bur Apoltis that watered,'1 Cov;3:65) 1 : ? 
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| The Danger of Fephting agarnft God. 
morehononrable i interprecation, then the building of t them up 
| in cheir Faith-; the Minitiers ſo x. bs in the abjc&tion, | 
have nocthe leaſt colour for any fachgrievance or complaint, as 
| istherepreſentcd on their behalf; indeed and in realitic of truth 
no more, then the Apoſtles chem(elves had, for | ining 
Y againſt fuch Minifters: and Paſtors, who -ted thoſe flocks -- 
Chriſt which they had firſt converred untohin,e And withour aff, Hebr. 7. 7: 
comtradiFion (faich the Apoſtle )the Lfſer # bleffed, but never en 
vied, of the greater. 
 Fourthly (ard L RMly) the gracious and bountifull God hath 
ſo laid it in bis coupſetli and decxee, that, though the; ſaying. be 
true, which cur Saviour taketh notice.of ,- Fob- 44:37. 7a ome 
foweth, and another _— yet botb he that {owerb,andbe that reap- | | 
eth, ſhould reiozce togerber, yer. 36. Sothatas Abigail told David, 1 Sam. 25. 39, 
that when 1he Lord fhont1 have done unts bin all the good which he 31, | 
'Þ bad promiſed him, it would benogrief unto bim, nor offence of mind, 
tathe had not ſhed bloodieanſteſſe, or avenged himſelf; no more will 
itbeche-leaſt occafionotuncomfortablenefſe or complaincunte 
Miniſters, who have beenf.ichfu!l unto-God,and brought home 
{oulsuntohim, when #bey ſbal! ſhine like ftars in the firmament of ry, 1, — 
| Heater that ſome. of rhe: children, of-their labours departed ; 
| fromur.dertheirhandiwhen time was,toſeck paſture and ſoul- 
accommodations: elfe-where. 
penn wn. rem ſceming to war with an high hand againſt 
—_—_ 'hirhertoprotedted, is this; Can that in reaſonbe thought 
w:y of God, which ſeemeth fo onely in the eyes of a 
Fr inconfidlerabla; and ( for.ahe moſt part Yilliterate perſons? 
and not rather thar, which triumpheth in the; yote and ſuffrage 
ofa Reverend, learned, pious and frequent Aﬀembly ;: yea and > 
farcherharh the approbation af many-wiſe and worthy perſons — © 
in full-concurrence with ic?-\Do not-wiſe men ſee more then 
thoſe thacareweak; and manythewfew? Lanſwer, .: 
©? Firſt, thart-Selomior-retarned; and ſaw under the Suu. , that the Excleſigina, 
- raceir not ro the . ſwift, nor the battelſto theſtrong, neuber yet bread to 
' thewiſcqnoryet riches to men of underſtanding, nov yet fuvourto men 
of hill; bur that time and ohance bappeneth wnto 1hem all 4 meaning, _ © 
-tharGodftill reſerves a —_ 16h1im(elf tetra ; and We | 
'©a > Av ber ery Me. ae 10s it 
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2 Cor, 14-11, pleaſech. Andtherefore as King Aſa in his cry unto the Lord his 
God, faid, 7t is nothing with thee to belp, whether with many, or with 
them that haveno power : in like manner it is but of one and the 
ſame confideration with God, to bleſſe the world with the Re- 
velatfon of truth, wherher ir be by few, or by many ,. by thoſe 
that are learned, or thoſe that are look'd upon as men of ſmall 

. underftanding, Nay, | 14 
Secondly, if we conſult with the tenor of Gods providence 
and difpenſations in this kind, our information or anſwer will 
beaccording to the tenor of our Saviours gratulation ( being 
nowin i kindvf rapture or exultation of ſpirit) unto his Father: 

Luk-10-21, 7ihank thee, O'Father, Lord of beaven and earth, that thou h3ſt bid 
theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed them unto 
babes: even fo Father, for ſo it ſeemed good #n thy fight. Though God 
be at liberrie, ro make the firſt diſcovery, or communication of 

_ the light of his Truth, unto the world, by greater numbers of 
men, and thoſe learned and in high eſteeme for-wiſdome, as by 
Councels, Synods, and” Conventions of men eminent in their 
qualifications, as wellas by one or fewer, and theſe under no 
great obſervation for either ; yet by the more frequent experi- 

: ence of all ages it appeireth, that hetaketh pleaſure in this latter 


way, rather rhen inthe former. 'Doubtlefſe ir was not' without = 


i ov ſome very conſiderable ground and reaſon, that that ancient and 
ils rig learned Father *Gregorie Nuzianzene ſhould ſay, that he never 
' £dor yprrty, ſaw good end;or deſirable fuccefſe ofany Councell; or that they 
pr auow procur*dany decreaſe, bur rather increafe of evils. Yea and adds: 
wy KAMI thar the pertinacioascomentions, and inordinate deſires of do- 
eogwlas " - mineering or bearing rule, were ſuch, as words -could not ex- 


ei7 ores. Kal poſe from the dezd, Mary a'woman, had both thefirſt revelation 
—_— * made unto her of Chriſts riſing again from the dead, andalG the 
Ce py firſt enterview and fight ofhimatter he was riſen. Fob, 20.12.14. 
. Hager , Fix The Scripture takes ſpecialbnorice of Lots departure from Abra- 
wxirar wet; bimbefore God was pleaſedto make thatexcellent diſcovery of 
Grg-Nat: ?- himſelfe untrohim, ſpoken of, Ges. 1 3. 14415. &c. Yea, moſt of 
$5- ad Pro thoſe revelationsof himſelfe, which he wasgraciouſly plean'd to 
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The Danger of Fighting againſt God. 


unto them by their Synedrion or Great Councell, but by particu- 
lar men ; who likewiſe uſually ( ifnotalwayes) received their in- 
ſpitations from God, in their greateſt privacie and ſequeſtration 3 
ea, and that ( if the obſervation of the Rabbins will hold in that 
halfe)whilit they were yong. That light of Evangelicall truth, 
wherein the Reformed Churches rejoyce at this day, yeazand tri- 
umph over Antichriſtian darknelſs,did not break out of the clouds 
of Councels and Synods unto them , but God cauſed it to ſhine 
upon them, from ſcattered and ſingle ſtarres , as Lzther , Calvin, 


inglius, Martyr, &c. God never took any pleaſure to cumber his 


arme with fleſh and bloud, when hemeant to doe any great thing 
for his Church by it. Wee find him once complaining right out, 


that the people were too many for him , to give deliverance or vittory Judg, 7. 2; 


by ; but we never heard of any complaint from him that they 
were too few. And why may we not think, but that God may as 
welllay within himſelte,that there are too many learned and wile 
men in a great Councel], for him to reveale.trath,or to give victo- 
ry againſt error by? The reaſon of this kind of diſpenſationis ob- 
vious; and therefore I torbeare (tor the preſent) to inſiſt upon it. 
3. As a preſuming confidence of a mans leggs, is a ſigne of ſuch 
a time or chance ( in Solomons phraſe ) wherein. the race ſhall not be 
to the ſwift ; and ſo the challenging a vidtorie,as it were of courſe, 
becauſe we have chariots,and horles, and vaſt.nwltitudes of men, 
expert in warre above our enemies, is a pn ſeldome failing, 


that the battell will not be to ihe ſtrong: in like manner when'Synods 


and Counccls ſhall beare themſelves inordinately upon their num- 
bers and multitudes, upon their wiſdome, learning, and pietie, 
and becaule of theſe, ſhall (upon the matter)challenge an infalli- 
bilitie ( for what doe they lefle ,, when they command all mens 
judgements and conſciences to bow downe at the feet of their de- 
terminations? ) this is little lefſe then an authorized ground of 
Divination, that they will miſcarry, and that God, will not ho- 
nour them, with the diſcovery of any of his Truth unto the world, 
A Synod or Councell, though ot men never ſo conſcientious and 
learned, though never ſo both frequent and fervent in faſting and 
prayer before God, that ſhall aſſemble and meet together upon 
ſuch terms, I mean ſo as either to expect, but eſpecially perempto= 
rily toconclude,before hand,that all men ſhall make faith and pra- 


Quiſe of their deciſions, or elſe be cenſurd, and made to ſuffer. lke 
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Ezek, 14: 3- 


2 Cor, 1, 24. 


Prov. 24. 6, 


communications of the greateſt 


evill doers; doin this ſet #9 their idols in their heart, and put the ſhun 
bling block of their iniquitie before their face: and conſequently deveſt 
themſelves of that capacitie,wherin they ſhould be meet to enquire 
of the Lord. Shoxld I be enquired of at all by them ? ( faith God him- 
felfe, Ezek. x 4.3.of ſuch) Indeed where greater numbers of men,ac- 
complithed with grace, and parts of lea ring; ſhall aſſemble toge- 
ther with humility and meckneſs;and for ends proportioned to the: 
line and ſphere of men, as viz.candidly and mpartially to argue 
and debate, and foto ftinde ont the Truth in things appertaining 
unto God, onely with an intent and deſire to be helpers of the 
Saints, as by making rongh things plaine, and things that were 
hard, ealte, and dark things, lightfome, and-not to exerciſe a do 
minion over their F aith(as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh )by an authoritative 
commanding them out of their preſent judgement, what everitbe, 
todo homage to the reſults of their debates, whether they ſee light 
and truth in them or no ; they may expett a ſpeciall preſence of 
God with them;and the Churches of God about them, may com- 
fortably waite-for ſomewhat more of the minde of Chriſt from 
them, then they knew. In the multitude of fuch Cornſelors, there may 
be ſafetie, as Solomon ſpeaketh. I would gladly beleeve;ifI could find 


' where to ſet the ſole of the foot of ſuch a Faith,that Councels and 


Synods are wont to'meet upon ſach terms : which if they do not, 
I am (almoſt) as farre out of hope of having the 52y of my Faith 
holpen or increaſed by them, as I am of gathering grapes from 
thornes, or figgs of thiſiles. And therefore, 

4. (and laſtly, ) Whereas the obje&ion urgeth, that wiſe men 
are like to ſee more then thoſe that are weak;and many, then fer : 
I anſwer, That this is not alwayes fonnd true, no not in naturall, 
civill, or artificiall things,wherein notwithſtanding there is uſual- 
ly a greater regularitie and uniformitie in the aftings and work- 
ings of ſecond cauſes; much lefle is it alwayes true in matters be- 
longing unto God ; wherein himſelf more frequently interpoſeth 
by his prerogative, and ordereth the tenor nl courſe of occur- 
rences and defeGts, befides the proportion of ſecond cauſes, by the 
good pleaſure of his Will. All the great and rare inventions of the 
world, whicheither former, or Jatter ages have brought to lighr, 
were not the iſſues of reſults either of the thoughts or ſtudies of 
the wileſt or learnedeſt of men, noz yet of the conſultations or 
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. The Danger of Fighting againſt God. 
but the wiſe Diſpoſer of all things, according to his owne good 
pleaſure and will, caſt his honour upon particular and fingle'men, 
(forthe moſt part) and thoſe nor alwayes of the mot learned or 
profound,as by many inſtances might readily be evi&ed, if it were | E | 
necellary. And Solsron reports unto us a caſe, wherein one poore Eccleſ.g,15, | 
Dy mar by his wiſdome delivered 2 City out of imminent danger ; which 

(it. ſeems) all the reſtcof the Inhabitancs did not ſee or apprehend 

bow to do. Yea, in Councels themſelves, or greater aſſemblics of 
 . men, ic.is uſually ſecne, that ſome one, or few, either of predomi- 

nant parts, or authority amongſt them, ſway and ſteere all the 
+proceedings, and at the. judgements and affefions of the reſt, 

though conſcientious and learned to a degree. So that upon the 

matter, and juſt accompt, the reſolutions of Councels and Sy- 
nods themſelves, are but the fruits or putting-forth of the learn- 

ing, and judgement of a very few men ; and whether theſe be al- 

4 wayes of the moſt conſcientious, I had rather others ſhould con- 
Gder, then I determine. . 
8 The laſt objeQtion deligned ifor preſent examination, is this : 
| that the intent and projeCt of this Way, is ambitious, high, and 
dangerous, that it affeQeth a Diftatorſhip Eccleſiaſticall, a Power : 
| of Law-giving, that it undermines Civill or Parliamentary Au- 
thority,&c. Bur to this alſo wee anſwer (omitting what was for- 
metrly ſaid, concerning extravagant . height of accuſations and 
charges, and the {lender probability of erath in them: as likewiſe. 
concerning the ſpeciall diipolition of God in ordering the malice 
or ill will of thoſe that are enemies, either to his people or wayes, 
| | ſtill to ſhoote the arrowes of their acculations againſt their breaſt 
| tate of righteouſneſſe, whereit is ſtrongeſt and leaſt penetrable.) 
l 1, That thereis not theleaſt colour, no, nor the leaſt colour of 
acolour, to charge any ambitious or Di&ator-like deſigne upon 
i this Yay. The reaſons, becauſe the moſt eſfentiall, intrinſecall, 
| aud fundamentall principles of it, ſtand diametrally bent againſt 
| all. diftatoring, and law-giving by men, in the things of God. 
The Sunnemay with asmuch,or more reaſon be ſuſpe&ed of con- 
ſulting darknefle againſt the world, as this Way of meditating or 
propeing any Authoritative greatnelle unto it ſelf in this kinde. 
[3 ndeed, when itdegenerates from it ſelf, and paſſerh into another. 
 <ind, there may be fome danger and tear of this Way; asthere 
FF # thatHoney ſhould turn into choler, when the nadve property 
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of it is altered by the ſtomack. A Congregationallman become 
a Claſſique, may as ſoon as another make a Son of ſuch a deſigne 
asis ſpecified in the obje&ion. 
2: If the ay wee ſpeak of, ſhould be ſo contradifory to her 
{4f, as to defire or proje& ſuch a Kingdonre, as ſhe ſtands charged 
with in the Obje&tion; yet ſhould not the world have the leaſt 
caule to fear her proſecutions or executions in this kinde. If the 
Lamb inthe fold ſhould threaten or pong the ſlaughter and-de- 
ſtru&ion of all the. Lions.in the Wildernefle, had thele ever the 
more cauſe tobe atraid of her? The kingdomes and powers of 
this world, need not fear either the numbers or power of the 
Saints, for taking away their crowns, or breaking the ſcepters of 
their rule and government,untill the world that now is be tranſh- 
ted into that which is to come. And therefore, 
3. Whereas this Yay is further arreſted by the ObjeQion, for 
a Pioner and underminer of Magiſtracy,or Parliamentary Autho- 
rity ; Ianſwer, that there is nomore in this Fay to undermine or 
endanger any Civill Authority or Power whatſoever, then there 
Ban,s,t0,22, was in Daniels heart to prejudice thelite and honour of the King, 
when hee prayed three times a day, (contrary to the'Kings com- 
mandement) or then wasin Pars Dofrine of Juſtification by Faith 
to make voyd the writings of 14ſes, or the Law ; whereby indeed 
he did eſtabliſh 3t (as himſelf aftirmeth, Rom. 3. 31.) though the 
Zewes apprehended, and charged him with the contrary. And 
doubtletle the learned Gentleman, who undertakes the znmarking 
Independen- of Independency, (which never wore any) is in an utter miſtake, 
cy examined» NOL enly of the intentions of the two Brethren of this Fay (who 
uninask'd,&c. everthey were) whole words he citeth, -p. 3. of his late Examina-. 
t:0n ; but alſo of the rationall and Grammaticall conſtrugtion 
and import of the words. For whereas they ſay, that 2 man may 
as well bring a clean thing out of an unclean, as make a fpirituall ex= 
tration out of a ſecular root,the Gentleman will needs interpret;that- 
they make both Parliament and Aﬀembly ſearlar anduncleanywhers - 
as by the tenor and carriage of the whole paſlage, itis as cleare as - ® 
the Sun,that in neither of theſe expreſſions they refle&either upon 
the one, or the ather ; no,nor yet in thoſe following words,wher-' 
in they affirm,that zt w3ll be demonſtratively proz?d(againſt their ad=. % 
verlary,who makes the Law of the State the firlit and moſt confide- ; 
 rable band,ox:tye upon men, for thcirſubmiſſion to his Church="" 
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government)that he reſolves the government of the Churches of Chriſtin 
the laſt reſolution of it ) into the humors, wills and pleaſures of the world, 

yea,of the vileſt and moſt unworthy of men.And therfore,whereas upon 
his citation of theſe words, his demand is, Brethren,hon.z verba que- 

ſo,the Brethren upon his interpretation of them, have far more rea- 
ſon to-makethis requeſt unto him;Brother,boxane gloſſum gut Sunus. 

The wordsare good;it the interpretatiddid but anſwer. For doubt- 
lefle the Brethren in the mentioned period & expreſſions, reflefted 

only uponthe generalicy of the wes 5 in the Land,who according 

.'$ tothe Laws of the Land; yea,according to the principlesof all rea- 
* #ſonand equity, have the right of nominating perſons into the pla- 
& ces of Parliamentary cruſt and power ; but Have tio Anthoritic or 
EF power from Chriſt to nominate or appoint, who ſhall be the men 
F  thatſhall order theaffairs of Chrifts Kingdom,or inſtitute the YO. 
KK vernmentof his Churches. Theſe,and eſpecially the ignorant & ir- 

WM religious part of them(which they that know any thing concerning 

& "the generality of the Kingdom for matters of Religion,nmft needs 
KF know to betar the greater part in every place ) arethat ſecular root, 

K out of which the Brethren conceive an impoſſibility;that « ſpiritual? 

 -.extra(tion ſhowld be made;that is,thata legitimate Fccleftaſtick power F 

| ſhould according tothe mind of Chriſt,or any precept or preſident : 

E of Scripture,be by them conferred upon any man:and this impot- 

- ſibility conceived bychem,they only illuſtrate and declare by that 

© parallel expreſſion in Fob , Who canbring a cleane thing ont of anun- 

E dean? When they imply,thatmen unworthy, and ſtrangers to the 

| power of godlinefſe, and matters of Religion, have the right and 

* power of conferring Parliamentary traſt and ,apon perſons 

choſen by them hereinto, they reflott not theleaft rouch of preju- 

3 dice or diſparagementupon:the-perſonshonored with that choice: 

6 Firſt, becauſe there ts no other way,no,nor isthere any convenien- 

8 & or lawfulnefle of any way whereby:to aſcend the height of the 

© intereſt & hononr,but ſuch a choice : And ſecondly,the votes and 

E yoices of ſuch men being carried upon perſons of a0 worth, 

} and Religion, demonſtrates that there was fo mnch the more of 

| Godin their ele&ion; which is ſo far from diminifhing their ho- 

© Agur in theleaſt;that itadds double and treble unto it, Bar to hold 

© Nat the perfons focleCted, as hath been ſaid,have a power by ver- 

{ te of ſach nomination or ele&tion, ro enaft Laws and Statutes In | 
matters of Religion,andto cats <- mul&s and. penalties,how. 
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men ſhall worſhip & ſerve God ; asitis a means to awaken the eye 
of jelouſie upon them, and ſo is ſeven times more deftruQtive unto, 
& undermining,not only of their power, but of their honor,peace, 
and ſafety alſo, then any thing that is found in the Fay ſo ill in- 
rreated;ſ0 is it the {etling of a "pam upon the clefors of ſuch per- 
ſons;T mean,upon the promiſcuous multitude of the land;a greater 
power then ever Jeſus Chriſt himſelf had-;at leaſt then ever he ex- | 
erciſed. For as dare Regem argues a greater power then eſſe Regem, Þ 
as he that buildeth an houſe, hath more honour then the houſe, Heb. 3.3, 
So to nominate and appoint who ſhall have power to umpire in "4 
matters of conſcience and of God;to determine what ſhall be preas 
ched,and;what not,what ſhall be beleeved,& what not;is a branch 
af a greater root of power , then the exerciſe of the power that is 
committed unto others in this behalf. Now though Jetus Chriſt had 
a power,and was authorized by God to bea Law-giver himfelfun- 
to his Churches and Saints,in their ſpirituall Republique ; yet itis.. 7 
hard to prove thar ever he inveſted any other with ſuch a power!” 2 
His Apoſtles themſelves were no Lords over the Faith of the Saints; © 
nor had they any power or authority to impoſe any thing upon” -? 
men,zas neceſſary.xither to be beleeyed or pradtited, but what they' 3 
had in expreſſe commiſſion and charge from Jeſus Chriſt himſelfe 4 
to impoſe upon ſuch terms. . So that notwithſtanding that ſevere 
and angry conteſtation of the fore-mentioned Gentleman againſt 7 
the two Brethren, with their fellows, Ts this your ſo much boaſted of 
preaching,writing,fighting for the rights and priviledges of Parliament? 
whereby he thinks to daſh both them and that their boaſting toge* 4 
ther out of countenance;though they boaſt neither lictle nor muck? 
of any thing ; boaſting is their charge,not their crime; they onely 
ſay, and that with modeſty yet, blefſed be God, they are able to? 
maintain and make good that their boaſting ( if it muſt needs be {0 
called) inthe ſight of God and Angels, and men, and Devils, and: 
whatſoever beſides is named,not only in this world hut in that alſo which © 
z5 to come. And though he hath done like himſelfe,and(T ſpeak it to ® 
his hononr ) far above the line of many others, in vindicating the' } 
rights and priviledges of Parliament;yet ( abſet verbo invidia JI am” 
very confidentzthat there are thouſands of that Yay & judgement, * 
'againſt which his pen riſeth up with ſo much indignation, who*; 
| rateably, and according to theirmeans and opportunities, have? 
© +,  Quitted themſelvesupon equall terms of honour,love,and faithful-? 


Eytowards thoſe honourable Houles,with himſelf 
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men ſhall worſhip & ſerve God ; asitis a means to awaken the eye 
of jeloulie upon them, and ſo is ſeven times more deſtrudtive unto, 
& undermining,not only of their power,but of their honor,peace, 
and ſafety allo, then any thing that is found in the Yay to ill in- 
wreated;ſois it theſetling of a power upon the clectors of fuch per- 
{ons;T mean,upon the promiſcuous multitude of the Jand;a greater 
power then ever Jeſus Chriſt himſelf had;at leaſt then ever he ex- 
erciſed. For as dare Regem argues a greater power then eſſe Regem, 
as he that buildeth an houſe, hath more honour then the houſe, Heb. 3. 3. 
So to nominate and appoint who ſhall have power to umpire in 
matters of conſcience and of God,to determine what ſhall be prea- 
ched,and. what not,what ſhall be beleeved,& what not,is a branch 
of a greater root of power , then the exerciſe of the power that is 
committed unto others in this behalt. Now though Jetus Chritt had 
a power,and was authorized by God to be a Law-giver himſelfun= 
to his Churches and Saints,in their {pirituall Republique ; yet it is 
hard to prove thar ever he inveſted any other with ſuch a power. 
His Apoltles themſelves were 20 Lords over the Faith of the Saints; 
nor had they any power or authority to inipole any thing upon 
men,as necefſaryither ro be beleeved or prattited, but what they 
had in exprelſe commiſſion and charge from Jeſus Chriſt himſelte 
to impoſe upon ſuch terms. So that notwithſtanding that ſevere 
and angry conteſtation of the tore-mentioned Gentleman againſt 
the two Brethren, with their fellows, Is this your ſo much boaſted of 
preaching gvritingsfighting for the rights and privaledges of Parliament? 
whereby he thinks to dath both them and that their bo2ſting toge- 
ther out of countenance;though they boaſt neither lictle nor much 
of any thing ; boaſting is their charge,not their crime; they onely 
lay, and that with modeity yer, bleſſed be God, they are able to 
maintain and make good that their boaſting ( if it muſt needs be ſo 
called) in the 1ight of God and Angels, and men, and Devils, and 
whatſoever beſides 1s named,not only in this worldut in that alſo which 
z5 to come. And though he hath done like himſelfe,and(T ſpeak it to 
his honour) tar above the line of many others, in vindicating the 
rights and priviledges of Parliamentzyet ( abſit verbo invidia) I am 
very contident,that there are thouſands of that Jay & judgement, 


againſt which his pen riſeth up with ſo much indignation, who 


rateably, and according to their means and opportunities, have 
quitted themſelves upon equall terms of honour,love,and faithful- : 
nel, towards thoſe honourable Houſes, with himſelf. 4o 


[ ; { nonſny A jet WW, ay, 1n thed FA, en 'E urs Fas Ro 
r Far from carrying any malignity, or % Jofq Fe ee 
% : oy or perſons 1 m caryin with civill __ itis ofa = + : 
nd rich Lcompliance both with the one and the other. He that: conk: 
marc 4; 0 gzve ito Ceſar the things that are Ceſars,& wnto-Godghe, thingy 
W2ran _ bar:did Ceſar as much(it not more ){ervicezia che latter c« 
'mainnc asin the former.Silver and gold,wood and ſtone,neve: got: + a 
y; ha vying an artificial deity beſtowed, uponthem, — 
Wo d-but onlyameer provimirys todeſtrufion. They thathhould 
/* 01 ty thavelaidunto Hfrodychat he had ſpoken ikea fober ny Su 
"i ec wn No areohe have ſhewed as much Aeon to him, yeazand;hou <ul 4 Þ 
F hor & | hb upon better terms, then they thatſhouted, It's the vgyceof AQ.1%:k 5 es þ- 
6. 4k and at of aman. Thereisno foundation ſo ſure 2d precions-yb ns. 
= build che honour, peace & ſafety of Ceſar upon, asa ſtone duly pitchetl 
| 6. for a ia nd-n ark between God and him. Vir if there be a quelion,or 
- "<4ficul Ic Sc between God and Cefar,whether ſuch and ſuch t 
b5. Jong Micro th&bne, or unto the other, they will be found thebelt and 
F. aj feſt poors unto Ceſar,who ſhall adviſe him rather to ſur- 
' -xenderumi en to claim a douþtfull right or priviledge from God. 
” TheB@rw peak of is ſo 1 ingenious loyall and truc-hearted, to.mert 
age of wh authority and power, that it teachech her-lonsto ex 
thenaſelves unto their diſpleaſure, for the procurement of their 
Lorly : which everi the heathen themſelves have atteſted for one of the 
beſt andicaſt queſtionable ſignes of true friendſhip and Joye-;. 

6 theſe anſivers of obje&tians,T thought: to have added ſome. poli: - 
tivearg) uments, whereby the 1/ay,now little more then quly. defended, 
might have gained" the honour of a more perfeft confor the 
Will and Word of God, then (perhaps) hath been diſcoveced or ork,” 
hitherto. Yet I cannot = chink, that thevailes of the princi Fu 
© -5eAions which covered the face of it, being rent, and, torn,the 
'andbrightneſle of it muſt needs ſhine forth inthe eyes. of all thoſe obo 

_ have not ſacrificed unto partialitie. 
Y 3 Tocloſe with a word # v5" (04 The premiles 7 9 we. 
© lovethe xhihgs of our peace,and deſirethe ſpeedy dilperlion-gndcatr: 
” tering of thardark and' black cloud till hanging, and*hoveriggover 
3 our heads, and threatning more fiery forms & tempeſts of del tl 
and bloud upon. 1us,and to ſee the heavens clecring upyar ing 11 
+C | ryſtall or Saphire over us,as we delire to ſee choſe t 
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that ofenmity and oppoſition unto God. Particularly, let nsbe tenden;? 
aboveall tendernefſe, to aftrothe.yalue of the lealt haire of our headg 
inany way of bitterneſſe or blgud, ' againſt that Fay of governing then 
Churches of Chriſt, which hath by ſo many good hands beer! pretens £ 
redunto us as moſt agreeable untothe Word and Will of God, untill'* 
we ſee the condemnation of it wricten with a beam of the Sun, bes x 
finger of God himſelf; untill he hath difclaimed or renouncedigfro Os.” 
heaven,-either by giving ſuch wiſdome unto men whereby: ro detects 2 
the error and ke offte, or elſe hath quite razed it out « Fthe ficihly "8 
tables of the hearts of his Saints, and diſtreſt ſervants: "The motion i 
and matter is of a moſt ſerious and formidable importance therefore * 
let me exhort you yet once morezto beware of men;( as our Saviour ad- 
vileth;in-a cale of lefle conſequence) to take heed;that no man, either: ® 
through-paſſionate cxclamations and outcries,or through any faire of?! 
fourifting pretences whatſoever, draw your foot into this ſnare, in+* 
age you in any ſuch warfare,wherein, for ought you know, you ſhalk# 
et againſt-God. It your judgements ſtand off from the. catile wee? 
fpeak-6f; for the preſent, and you can ſee nothing of Gdd in it ;.you# 
may Pleaſe-to-contider, that this was the caſe of many thoatfands awF 
monegſt you,in whoni there is much of God,and in whoſeheartis this*4 
_ Phil.3-15. Jay, as a Way ofhis. If they be deceived in imbracing it , .God with# 
ſhew mercy unto»them in revealing the truth unto them in due time;®? 
'Bur if you ſhall be deceived inthe violence and fury of your figh 18 
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againſt it, isit not much to be feared,that you will be imangled with 
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